JOURNAL 


. Several ——_— Paſſages, 


BEFORE 


Af 


The Honourable "Houſe of Commons, **- -7| 
 -- and the Right Honourable the T.ords of Their 
Majeſties Miſt Honourable Privy Council : 


RELATING # ay ©, 


The Eaſt-JndiaTrade. 


HE Ruinous Condition of o#r Trade to the Eaſt-Indies, 

having put ſeveral Merchants and others upon conſider- 

ing by what means ſo Advantagious and Profitable a 

Trade , might be ſecured from being atterly loft ro this 

Kingdom, and (if poſlible) be re-eſtabliſht —- It was concluded, 
"That the moſt likely way to obtain that end, was to endeavour the 

:} *Procuring an Att of Parliament for eſtabliſhing a new Eait-Jndia 
| : Company , founded on a new and ſufficient National Foimt-Stock,, 
” "clear of all Incumbrances. - Whereupon thoſe Merchants prepared 
:. "the following Petition which was delivered to the Honourable Houſe 
Ih of Commons , the 23 Oftober 1691, Proying ſuch an Eſtabliſhmenr, 
_Y To 


' oh, 


N oo 


To the Honourable the Commons of England 
in Parlament Aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants 
and Traders in and about the City of 
--. -London," and other Their Majeſties 
Subjects. | 


Sheweth 5 h 

T= the Trade to Eaſt India s of great Importance to this Nation, 

and yet by the manifold abuſes and unlawful Prattices of the pre- 
ſent Eaſt-India Company both at hame and abroad, (who have managed 
the ſame only for their Private Gain, without any regard to the Pab- 
lick Good) the ſaid Trade us likg to be utterly loſt to. this Kingdom, und 
ro fall into the hands of Foreiners, unleſs timely prevented by ſome 
better Regulation thereof, ona New. Joint-Stock and Conſtitution. 


Your Petitioners therefore moſÞ Humbly pray, this Honou- 
rable Houſe, for preventing ſo National a miſchief, to 
rake into your Conſideration the Eftabliſhing a New Eaſt- 
India Company in ſuch manner and with ſuch Powers and 

Laonit ations , 2$ Iin-your great Wiſdom ſhall bethowght 
m0 conducting to 'the preſervation of ſo'beneficial a 
Frade to-this Kingdom. | | 


And Your Petitioners ſhall everPray, &c 


This Petition was Signed by a great Number of Gentlemen , 
Merchants , and other Traders ; who , together with ſeveral Noble 
Lords, ſhewed their Willingneſs to Promote ſo-good a Work ,, and 
to: be Concerned the ſeveral Sums by them Subſcribed towards 
Raiſing ſuch a Stock, to pul on that Trade : making it their requeſt 
to thoſe perſons , who had engaged themſelves therein, to purſue 
their endeavours to procure ſuch a2 Eſtabliſhment ; as appears by 
a Writing Signed to that effeft, Copy whereof follows. 


Whereas 


TFI 


WA Hereas the Trade toFaſt-India #s: of very great importance to this * 
. Nation, and yet through the many Abuſes and Unlawful Pratti- 
ſes of the Managers of the preſent Foint Stock, both at home and 
abroad, is like to be utterly loſt, if ſome ſpeedy Care be net taken by 
Application to Their Majelties and the Parliament, ro procure « regular 
and lawful Eſtabliſhment of the ſame, which cannot be compleated with- 
out a new and ſufficient National Joint-Stock clear of all Incumbrances, 
And Whereas divers Eminent Merchants and Traders in and about the 
City of London are accordingly endeavouring to-procure ſuch an Eſta- 
bliſhment for the Benefit and Advantage of all Per ſons who ſhall or- will | 
be concerned in the (uid Trade, Wethe Subſcribers being willing to pro= 
mote ſo good aWork, and deſirous to preſerve a Trade ſo highly benefi- 
cial ro Their Majeſties ard this Kingdom 22 general, do hereby ſeverally 
Promiſe and Oblige our ſelves, ſo ſoon as ſuch Eſtabliſhment ſhall be 
made, to pay the ſeveral Summs of Money by us Subſcribed towards rai- 
feng the ſaid Stock at ſuch time and place as a Committee ro be choſen 
by the major part of us the Subſcribers ſhall dire& and. appoint. And 
we do herbby make it our Requelt to thoſe Perſons, who have engaged 
themſelves by a certain Writing under their hands bearing date the 
8 inſt ant to endeavour the procuring ſuch Eftabliſhment to. purſue thoſe 
their- endeavours to perfett and compleat the ſame. And we do here- 
by further' promsſe to allow and pay them out of 'the ſaid Joint Stock 
(when the ſame ſhall be ſettled as aforeſaid) all ſuch Sums of Money as 
ſhall be thought neceſſary by them to be laid out and disburſed in obtain - 
ing the ſaid Eſtabliſhment according ro the true intent and meaning of 
this Preamble ſo. as the account thereof be Allowed and Signed by the 
major part of thoſe who haveSubſcribed theW riting above mentioned. 


+ >4# 


The Honourable Houſe of Commons ſhewed a very great incli- 
nation and readineſs to promote an undertaking ſo neceſſary and ad- 
vantagious to this Kinzdom, and made a conſiderable Progreſs there- 
In. 

But finding themſelves prevented in the Accompliſhment of it, 
as well by the preſling occaſions of other Pablick, Af airs , as by the 
great oppoſition of the then Company, they preſented to His Ma- 
j:ſty the following Addreſs. | | 


Sabbati, 6 die Februarii, 1691. 
Reſolved, | 
That An humble Addreſs be made to His Majeſty, to Diſſolve 
the preſent Ea#-[ndra Company, according to His Power reſerved 
in their Charter ; and to conſtitute another Eff India Company, 
A 2 for 
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for the better preſerving the Ea#-Jndia Trade to this Kingdom, 


in ſuch manner as Hs Aajeſty in His Royal Wiſdom ſhall think fir. 


Reſolved , 
That the ſaid Addreſs be Preſented by the Whole Houſe. 


Fouvis ,, 11 die Februaris, 1691. 

Mr. Speaker Reported to the Houſe, That he did yeſterday 
Preſent to His Majeſty, their Humble Addreſs. touching the Eaſt- 
India Company ; and that His Majeſty was pleaſed to expreſs Him- 
ſelf to this effec: | : | 

That it was a matter of very great Importance to the Trade of this. 
Kingdom, and that it could not be expetted, He ſhould give a preſent 


* Anſwer 10 it ;, but that He would take time to conſider of it , and in 


& ſhort time give them Hu poſitrue Anſwer. 

Whereupon, His Majeſty, during the receſs of the Parliament, 
referred the Conſideration of the Settlement of that Trade, to 
a Committee of the Lords of His Moſt Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil; who were likewiſe prevented therein by the then Com- 
pany ; as may appear by the Regulations which their Lordſhips 
propoſed to them, and their Anſwer, together with His Majeſties 
Meſſage , ſent to the Houſe of, Commons the laſt Seſſions , com- 
plaining of their Carriage upon that occaſion ; all which being 
lately Printed, it will be needleſs to repeat them. | 

The Merchants, who were entruſted in endeavouring. to ob- 
tain the Eſtabliſhment of a New Ea/t- Ind:;a Company by A of 
Parliament , delivered another Petition to the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons iz the next Seſſions, as follows , (viz. 


To the Honourable, the Knights, Citizens, 
and Bar geſſes in Parliament Aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants 
and Traders, in and about London , and 
other Their MajeSties Subjefts : 


Sheweth , 
FP Hat the Petitioners , with many others , did in the laſt Seſſion of 
& Parliament make their humble Application to this Houourable 


Honſe, 


| C5 1 
Houſe , for the Erefting a New Eaft-India Company, to preſerve that 
Trade; which, for want of Settlement, is in great meaſure loft to this 


Kingdom , will wholly fall into the hands of our Neighbours, «ale 
timely prevented, 


The Petitioners therefore humbly pray this Honourable 
Houſe , to take into Cenſideration the Ereiting of 4a 
New Ealt-India Company , for the Retrieving and 
Securing that Trade to this Nation; in ſuch manner 
as to the Great Wiſdom of this Houle ſhall ſeem ma#t 

 Expedient. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


This Petition was delivered the 14th of Novemb. 1692, being 
the ſame day the aforeſaid Hefſage from His Majeſty was ſent them : 
Wherein He acquainted the Houſe , That the Settlement of that 
Trade could not be perfected,but by Parliament; and Recommended 
it tothem, to prepare a Bill in Parliament for that purpoſe. Ac- 
cordingly they prepared a Bill, for the Ere&ting of a New Ea#- 
India Company ; but the perfecting of the ſame being again pre- 
vented by the Late Company, that Honourable a made a 
ſecond Addreſs to His Majeſty, only to Diſſolve the ſaid Company; 
which, together with His Majeſties Aſwer, was as follows. 


Sabbati 25 die Februarit 1692. 

Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be Preſented to His Majeſty, 
That he will Diſſolve the Ea##-1ndia Company upon Three Tears 
warning to the ſaid Company according to the Power reſeryed in 
their Charter. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented by the whole 
Houle. 

Veneris 30 Die Martss 1692. 

Mr. Speaker reported to the Houſe, That he did yeſterday pre- 
ſent to His Majeſty thefr Addrels touching the Eaſt-India Company, 
and that His Majeſty was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf to this Ef- 
fect, YV:z. | 

Gentlemen, | 
1 will always do all the Good in my Power for this Kingdom 
and I will conſider your Addreſs. 


Soon after the Riſing of the Parliament, it was generally 
reported , Regulations were agreed on, to eſtabliſh the Late Com- 


panys. 


Or —— "II eee tee woes 


= CS 

pany, adding 7560001. to their Stock by new Snbſcriptions, with- 
out any Security; which Summ , with their ſuppeſed 744000 6: 
ſhould make 4 Stock of 150c0001, being what the Houſe of Com- 
mons had Voted a Fund neceſſary to carry on that Trade, The 
Members of the Company having given aſſurance, that the 256000 /. 
would be readily Subſcribed amongſt themſelyes on thoſe terms, 
if others ſhould decline it. 

A New Charter was thereupon ordered to be prepared, and it 
was given out, That all Perſons were ſatisfied with, and agreed to 
theſe Regulations , and particularly , that they were approved of 
by all, or the moſt of thoſe , who had been entruſted to procure 
the Settlement of this Trade , in a New Company, eſtabliſht by 
Act of Parliament. 

But they being far from approving any ſuch Proceedings, 
thought themſelves concerned ro Yinarcate their own Repntation ; 
leſt they ſhould be cenſured as conſenting thereunto, and ſo to 
have betrayed that Truſt whicf was repoſed in them; viz. To 
endeavour the obtaining the Eſtabliſhment of a New Company 
for that Trade by AGF of Parliament, with a New and Sufficient 
Joint-Stock , free of all Incumbrances. Therefore they reſol- 
ved to Petition His Majeſty; in which all thoſe who firſt engaged 
in the proſecution of that Buſineſs, concurred, excepting one, who 
deſired to be excuſed; and another, who had already changed his 
mind ; atting in behalf of the Late Company, in oppoſition to what 
he had at firſt undertaken, The Pctition was delivered the 234 of 
March , as followeth , viz. | 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 
The Humble Petition of divers Merchants, 
and others of the City of London. - 
Sneweth, | | 
Hat the Petitioners, with many others, ( after their humble 


Application fir## made to Tour Majeſty ) did prefer their Petitions 
to the Commons of England in Parliament aſſembled, the two lat 


_ Seſſwns , for the Eſtabliſhing a New Eaſt-India Company , and pre- 


ſerving that Trade to the Nation - whereupon two Adarcſſes to Your 
Majeſty , enſued from the ſaid Houſe. 

Now in as much as the Petitioners do mot humbly conceive , That 
ſuch an Eſtabliſhment 'by a New, Free,. and National Subſcription, 
for the Raiſing a ſufficient and real Fund to carry on that Trade, 
would be of great Advantage to this Kingdom, and mo acceprable 


fo 


79 
ro Your Majefties Subjefts im general : And that the Adding New Sub- 
ſcriprions'1o the Imaginary Stock of the preſent Company, would expoſe 
ſuch of Tour Majeſties Subjeits as ſhould oyn with them , to a-certain 
great Loſs and Damage ; and their New Money become liable to Pay 
the Debts and Demands due from the prefent Company; whereby all 
the Stock raiſed by ſuch New Subſcriptions maybe ſwallowed up, and 
conſequently the entire Loſs of that Trade endangered. 


The Petitioners therefore moſt humbly Pray, That Tour 
Majeſty ( out of Your Princely Care for the Good 
of Yonr People ) would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
rake the ſame into Conſideration : ſo that the afore- 
ſaid Miſchiefs may be prevented, and all Your 
Majeſties SubjeCts made Partakers of the Benefit 
of that Trade upon Equal Terms. 


And Your Petitioners (as in Duty bound) ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


The Parliament having Taxed ſeveral Foint-Srocks, the laft 
Seſſions,and (among others) the Joint-Stock of the Eaſt-1ndia Com- 
pany, and Rated it at 744000 /. and the Members of the Eaf7- 
India Company, who were of that Honourable Houſe, pleading 
to excuſe that Tax, That their Stock would be wo?2th little o 
nothing, if they Payd their Debts: it was thereupon EnaCte 
as follows. © And in cale the Governours and Treaſurers 

cc of the faid reſpective Companies ſhall make Detault in Pap- 
« ment of the ſaid ſeveral Sums,o2 anp of them reſpectively, 
« Charged on the Stocks of the ſaid Companies, at the Daps 
«« and Times atfozelſaid , accozding to the true Jintent of this 
« Act , the Charter of ſuch Companp reſpectively , thall be, 
cc and is hereby Adjudged to be Votd. | 

The Company nevertheleſs made Default in Paying the firſt 
quarterly Payment, of the ſaid Tax, on the 25 of arch, being 
the day limited in that At; whereby their Charters became ab; 
ſolutely Void : which put a ſtop to the further proceeding of their 
intended New Charter. | 

Hereupon It was generally concluded, This Accident would have 
given a favourable Opportunity for the ſpeedy Settlement of that 
Trade, on ſuch a Foundation as the Houſe of Commons had deſired, 
and the Nation expected ; which had before been ſo long Obſtru- 
&ted by the Late Company; ſecing they were now Diſſolved by their 
own Act, and thereby the difficulty of the Three Years Warning 
was wholly removed. 

But 
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But thoſe Hopes were ſoon diſſipated ; Orders being given, for 
the drawing a New Charter , to Reſtore to the Late Company not 
only their former Grants, but to eſtabliſh new Regulations, ap- 
pointing 756000 /. to be added by new. Subſcriptions , to their 
{ſuppoſed 7440co /. without any Security to be given, to make 
their Stock worth it ; --- in like manner as it was reſolved to have 
\ beendone, if their Charters had not been Forfeited. [P22 

Upon which , thoſe who had been entruſted to obtain the 
Eſtabliſhment of a New Eaſ#- India Company by ACt of Parliament, 
entred Caveats at all the Offices , againſt the Paſling any Grant to 
the ſaid Company ; that fo nothing might be wanting on their parts 
to Oppoſe it. But the Difficulties were ſo great, in Modelling 
ſuch a Charter as was propoſed , that after ſome time ſpent, ar 
laſt it was judged moſt prafticable, and expeditious; firſt, to 
Grant a Charter of Incorporation and Reſtoration ; and afcerwards, 
to add to it the other intended Regulations, | 

Notice was ſent to thoſe who were concerned in the Cavears, 
that they might attend the Right Honourable the Earl of Norring- 
ham , on Monday the 31 of Faly, and be heard, as to what they 
had to ſay againſt the Paſling the Grant to the EaF#t-Tndia Company, 
which was then before his Lordſhip : At which time ſeveral Mer- 
chants attended his Lordſhip on both ſides, whom his Lordſhip 
made acquainted with the Contents of that Grant; a Copy of 
which was deſired 5 by thoſe who were concerned in the Cavears ; 
and that ſome time might be allowed them, to make ſuch Exce- 
ptions as they ſhould be adviſed were Neceſſary, and (the Company 
conſenting) a Copy was granted, which was delivered the next 
day in the Evening ; and the ſame Afternoon Her Majeſties pleaſure 
was ſignified, That thoſe who did Oppoſe the Paſſing the Grant 
to the Eaft-India Company , ſhould be heard before Her Majeſty 
in Council, the Thurſday following. — They attended accordingly, 
and having informed Her Majeſty, That they could not poſſibly 
InſtruCt their Counſel, or be ready themſelves at ſo ſhort a warning, 
to give Her Majeſty the Satisfaftion which was neceſſary in a 
matter of ſo great concern, they Humbly Prayed 14 days longer 
time; to which Her Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to condeſcend, 
and Ordered that all Perſons ſhould attend the 17 day of Auguſt, as 
appears by the following Order. 
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At the COURT at White-Hall: 
The Third of Auguſt, 1693. 


Preſent, 


The QUEENS Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
in COUNCIL. 


Draught of a New Charter to the Eaſt-India Company having 
A been Preſented to the Queen, and ſeveral Merchants and 
Traders having Humbly Prayed to be Heard before the Paſſing of the 
ſaid Charter : Her  Majefty in Council s pleaſed to Order, and 
:t is hereby Ordered accordingly , That this Matter be Heard at the 
Board this day Fortnight ; Whereof all Parties concerned are to take 
Notice, and to give their Attendance accordingly. 


William Bridgman. 


Thoſe who called themſelves the Ea#- India Company , having 
Petitioned Her Majeſty for Protection for 1200 Seamen ; ( a Method 
practiſed by all Traders during this War ; ) On the 17th of 
Auguſt the Merchants that Oppoſed the Late Eaſt-India Com- 
Pany » Delivered a Petition alſo to Her Majeſty in Council , Pray- 
ing Protection for 400 Sea-men, to Man 5 Ships for the Eaft- 
Indies, this Seaſon. For as there was no Law, ſo neither was there 
at that juncture, ſo much as the Pretence of any Charter, to hinder 
them in the Proſecution of that Trade ; or which could give colour 
ro Deprive any of Their Majeſties Subjects of an equal Enjoy- 
ment of it : And if it had not been for the War, and the want 
of Protections for Seamen, they would have Entred their Ships 
at the Cſtom- Houſe Bare-faced for the Eaſt-Indies, and ſtood 
upon the Law for their Juſtification. —— The Petition following 
was Read, but no Order was made therevpon. 


B To 
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To the Oueens Moſt Excellent Majeſty: | 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants and 
Traders of the City of London, in Behalf 
of Themſelves , and others Your MajeSties 
Subjects; 


Sheweth 8 | ; . 
Hat whereas the Petitioners are Adviſed by Counſel Learned in 
T the Law, That they and all Your Majeſties Subjeits bave an 
Equal Right to the Trade of the Eaſt-Indies.: And for as much as 
the Petitioners have. Provided conſiderable quantities of Cloth, and 
other Manufattures of this Kingdom , to be. Exported thither ; and 
that the Exportation thereof for other Parts, is very much Interrupted, 
by reaſon of the preſent liar, to the Great Damage and Diſcourage- 
ment of the Manufatturers : 


The Petitioners therefore Humbly Pray, Your Majeſty 
would be graciouſly pleaſed, to Order, That the 
Petitioners may have Four Hundred Engliſh Seamen, 
to go to the Eaſt-Indies in Five Ships ; to carry 
out ſuch Woollen and other Goods, as they ſhall Pro- 
vide to be Exported thither this approaching Seaſon. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


The ſame day, in purſuance of the Order of the 3d of Augs/t, 
all Parties Appeared, and being Called in, the Merchants who 
Oppoſed the Paſſing of the Late Companies Charter , Repreſented 
to Her Majeſty : — 

I. Tne Unſeaſonableneſs of the Time for doing it ; ſo near the 
Seſſions of Parliament ; to whom the Settlement of this Trade 
was Recommended, by His Majeſties Meſſage ſent the Houſe of 
Commons, the Laſt Seſſions. EE: 

{[. The Unlawfulneſs of a Grant of the Sole Trade to ſome, 
Excluſive of others. 

I. The Illegality of ſeveral other Clauſes, and Powers contain- 
ed 1n their former Charters, intended to'be reſtored, 

The 
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The Pawoy, of Her Majeſties Preragative:to Grant that Trade. to 


' ſome, and Exclude others, was Vigorouſly Aſſerted and Maintain» 


ed as Law : Whereupon it was Propoſed by the Merchants Council, 
that an Iflye ſhould be ſetled, in'whictrthey would join, and bring 
that Point to a*T ryal the next Term, that ſo it might be Legally 
determined z But. this was declined, aad it was alledged the mat- 
ter had been Lepally determined already by a Judgment in We#- 
minſter-Hall ; which Judgment its remarkable was given in a Time, 
when Judges did alſo declare the Crown had a Power to Diſpence 
with all Laws, neither of which Judgments were ever eſteemed as 
Law by Men Skilled in that Profeſſion. ; 

After much Timeſpent in hearing the Arguments on both ſides, 
the Parties were diſmiſt without. any reſolution taken; and Her 
Majeſty not having declared her Pleaſure on the Petition which was 
delivered for Proteftion for 400 Sea-men to go to the Eaſt-Indies 
this'Seaſon. The 31th Auguſt the Merchants delivered Her Majeſty in 
Conncil another Petition to the ſame effeCt as the former. 


To the Yueens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants, 
in behalf of themſelves and others. 


Sheweth, 

Hat whereas the Petitioners and ſeveral others, in Purſuance of 

the Right, which they conceive they have by Law to Trade to the 
Eaſt-Indies, did lately make their Humble Application to Your MMaje- 
fty for 400 Engliſh Sea-men to go thither in Five Ships, and carry 
out ſuch Cloth and other Goods as they ſhould provide to be exported thi- 
ther this approaching Seaſon. 


The Petitioners therefore Humbly Pray Your Majeſty 
to take their faid Application into Conſideration, 
and Order them. Protections for 400 Sea-men to 90 

_. to the. Faſt-Indies thu Year , it being now high 
time to make Proviſion for the ſaid Voyage, or that 

. they, may be heard thereupon before Your MajeRy in 
Council, | 41 


And Your Petitioners ( as.in Duty Bound) ſhall Pray, &c., 
B 2 And 


_ 


And the ſame day theſe Three other Petitions were likewife 
delivered. 


To the Queens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 
The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants, 
in behalf of themſelves and others. 


Sheweth, 


Ef lm whereas a Grant is now depending , for the Reftoring and 
Confirming to the Late Eaſt-India Company their former Char- 
. ters; and the Petitioners, with ſeveral others , having in Obedience to 
Your Majeſties Commands , Attended Your Majefty in Council ; Of- 
fered ſome Reaſons againſt the Paſſing that Grant ; and being adviſed, 
That as the ſaid Charters are Vaided by Aft of Parliament , they 
cannot be Reftored; and that they contain certain Clanſes and Powers 
Repugnant to the Laws of this Land, Magna Charta , and ſeveral 
other Statutes. And whereas the Late Company have formerly by 
colour of thoſe Illegal Powers, greatly Oppreſd Tour Majeſties Subjetts 
and that the Reftoring them the ſaid Charters, containing Powers 
which are in themſelves unlawful (notwithitanding the ſeeming Qua- 
lification mentioned in the ſaid Grant, as far as they may be lawfully 
uſed ) will induce thoſe who are to have the Execution of them , to 
think all ſuch. Powers to be Lawful ; they having already Executed 
them as ſuch: Whereby Your Majeſties Subjefts will be expoſed to 
great and vexations Oppreſſions. 

And, in as much, as we humbly conceive, That the Right and Pro- 
perty of all the Subjetis of England « concerned in this Grant ;, which 
ſeems to be a Sentence againſt their Right tothe Freedom of that Trade, 
of which they are now in attual Poſſeſſion by ſeveral As of Parlia- 
ment ;. and to ſubjett their Perſons and Eitates, tothe Fines, For fei- 
Fures, and Puniſhments in the Charters intended to be reſtored; or to 
vexations and ruinous Suits at Law, to defend themſelves againſt a 
Corporation; which was more fully and largely Repreſented to Your 
Hajefty by the Petitioners Councel. 


The Petitioners therefore Humbly Pray Your MajeSty would be 
graciouſly pleaſed, in conſideration of the Premiſſes, to ſuſpend 
the Paſſing the ſaid Charter, until the Petitioners Right to 
this Trade be determined by a due Courſe of Law ; in which 
the Petitioners, for their Parts, are willing to Foin Iſſue, in 
Order to bring it to a Trial thus next Term, 


And Your Petitioners(as in Duty bound) ſhall ever Pray,&c. 
0 
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To the Yucens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Linnen- 


Drapers and others of London, Trading 
in Eaſt-India Goods. 


Sheweth, 


Hat whereas the Trade to the Eaſt-Indies, through the ilt Condutt 
and Management of the late Eaſt-India Company, is very much 
impaired, and in danger to be utterly loſt in this Kingdom , and that 
- fc of the great ſcarcity and dearneſi of Callicoes, and other Eaſt- 
India Goods ;, for want of the ſaid Companies Importing them from the 
Eaſt-Indies ; this Nation hath been of late ſupply*d therewith by Stealth 
from Holland , at exceſſive dear Rates; to ho great damage of the 
Petitioners Trade, and Diminution of Tour eMajeſties Revenue. 

And whereas Your Petitioners are inforn?d , That a New Charter 
is now under Your Majeſties Conſideration , whereby this great Trade 
is intended to be granted to the Late Company , Excluſive to all the 
reſt of Your Majeſties Subjects; and to be Monopolized into a few 


hands of thoſe very Perſons, who have already ſo much abuſed and 
zmpaired it. 


Now in as much as Your Petitioners do —_— conceive, and are 


adviſed , That all Your Majeſties Subjeits have an equal Right 
to that Trade by Law : 


The Petitioners therefore Humbly my Your Majeſty, 
That You would be graciouſly pleaſed to Order, That 
che ſaid Charter may not be Paſ9d; but that 
che Petitioners, and others Your Majeſties S»bjeits, 
may equa " enjoy the Freedom and Liberty of that 
Trade ; that ſo it may be Preſerv'd from being Loſt, 
and this Kingdom ſuppl2d diretfly from the Ealt- 
Indies #por more moderate Terms , than now it is from 
Holland. To the Support of the Petitioners in their 


Trade, and the great Increaſe of Your Majeſties 
Cuſtoms. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall eyer Pray, &c.. 


To 
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To the Yucens Moſs Excellent Majeſty : 


The Humble Petition of the Clothiers, and other 
Weoollen Manufacturers in the County of Glou- 
ceſter. | 


Sheweth , 
Hat Your Petitioners » finazng the Trade for Turkey and the 
Streights, in 4 manner wholly Obſtrutted , by reaſon of which 
little or no Cloth Sells; and for that the Petitioners have prear 
Quantities of Goods pon their hands Vnſold,, and have. not Stock 
enough beſides to Imploy the. poor Spinners, Weavers, ana ether Works 
men , and daily Cry at their Doors for Work, 


Therefore we do Humbly Beſeech Your Majeſty , That 
a General Liberty may. be:Granted at this. time, to 
E xport freely the Woallen Manufattyres for the Eaſt- 
Indies ; which Trade.will take off: Yearly, Ten times 
the Quantity of Cloth z which bath been T'ranſþorted 
for thoſe Parts for ſeveral Years laſt pat. | 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


3 | Whereupon , Her Majeſty was pleaſed to Order, That Copies 
| of the. ſeveral Petitions ſhould be given to the Late Company ; to 
i which they ſhould make Anſwer in Writing : which Order follows. 


At the COURT at White-Hall: 
l; The 31 of Auguſt, 1693. 

RN - 1 ne. 

The SUVEENS Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 

| in COUNCIL. 
Pon Reading this day at the Board the Petition of the Clothiers 


and. Woollen; ManufaQurers 47 p#e}Gpnnty of Glouceſter, two 
Petitions 


SK 

P#itions of” /zveral Merchants , in behalf of themſelves and others, 
ahd the Petition of ſeveral Linen-Drapers and others of London, 
Trading in Eaſt-India Goods :- Her Majeſty in Conncil s pleaſed to 
Order , That the Eaſt-India Company have Copies of the ſaid Pe- 
onto , and return their Anſwers in Writing to the ſame, to this 
Board, | 


William Bridgman. 


In purſnance whereof, the next Council-day , being the 7 of 
September, the Company gave in their Anſwer. 


To the QUEENS Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 


. The Humble Anſwer of the Governour and Company of 
Merchants of Lozdon, Trading'\1into the Eaft-Inazes ; 
To the ſeveral Petitions delivered unto Your Majeſty 
in Council, the 17th and 31th of Auguſt la#. 


TJ HE Scope of the ſaid Petitions feems to be, That the Charter 
for Confirmation of the Company lying before Tour Majeſty, 
ſhould not Paſs the Seals , becauſe the Perzriozers pretend , that 
all Your Majeſties Subjetts have a right Indifferently to Trade to the 
Eaſftl-Indies , by the Laws of this Realm; and ſome of them deſire 
Leave and Protettion, to ſend out Five Ships and Four Hundred Men 
to Inata 
- Whereunto the Company crave leave to Anſwer in General, That 
they Humbly Conceive the Queſtion now is, Whether the Peri- 
tioners ſhall have liberty to Trade in a Joint-Stock ; or licentionſly 
and diſorderly , contrary to the Antient Wiſdom of this Nation 
and all other Nations in Exrope , even of Commonmnealths as well 
Monarchies; and contrary to rhe Votes of the Henourable Houſe 
of Commons : Such Licentious Trading at laſt ending in the publick 
damage, diſhonour ,, and loſs of the Trade it felf to this Kingdom ; 
becauſe that particular Traders ,, without any regard to the publick. 
Advantage', do drive only a privare Tntereft, to Enrich themſelves 
in a Yorage or two; to the great ILoſs'and Prejudice of the Company, 
who have at vaſt Charge and' Hazard, maintained and enlarged 
this Trade, to the Honour of this Nation. And the Company humbly 
conceive, the ſad Conſeqnences of ſuch Pratt:ces in the late Uſur- 
per*s time, are pregnant-Inſtances of what Damage to the Trade 
in General , ſuch looſe and free Frading is like to prove. 


But 
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But that they may not Omit giving Anſwer to whatſoever they 
conceive Material in the ſaid Petitrons , beſides what hath been. 
already offered. | 

They Humbly Craye Leave to Reply as follows, viz. 

To the Petition of ſeveral Merchants, in behalf of themſelves and 
others; Relating to the Charter now lying before Tour Majety. 

The Company Humbly Say, That the ſaid Petition is to Suſpend 
the Paſſing of the ſaid Charter,prepared for Reſtoring and Confirming 
to the Company the Lawful Liberties and Priviledges formerly 
Granted to them by Your Majeſties Royal Predeceilours , Kings 
and Queens of England ; pretended by the Petitioners to be Avoided 
by the Non-payment of the Firſt Quarterly-payment laid upon 
ſeveral Joint-Stocks, by a late Att of this preſent Parliament, And 
the Reaſon of ſuch Stop ſeems to be taken , 


I. From the Nature of the Avoidance , which (as it is ſaid )- i 
by Att of Parliament ; and ſo (as ts pretended) not to be Re- 
Stored by Your Majeſties Power only. 

Il. That ſuch Reſtitution is againſt Law ; as giving the Company 
the Sole Trade to the Indies. 

II. That the Intended Charter of Reſtauration contains Clauſes 
and Powers repugnant to the Laws of the Land. 


The Reſpondents Humbly Crave Leave to Repreſent to Your 
Majeſty, That though it ſhould fall out in flriftneſs of Law, that 
their former Charters ſhould be Avoided for that Neglect or Omiſ- 
ſion,in not paying the firſt quarterly-payment at the preciſe day limi- 
ted for the Payment ; Yet the Reſpondents Humbly Hope,Yorr Ha- 
Jefty will not be pleaſed to ſuffer that Advantage to be taken againſt 
them : ſince the full intent and meaning of the Parliament hath been. 
performed by the actual Payment of the Money in a few days 
after the preciſe day ; which prefixed Time of Payment, by reaſon 
the Act came not forth in Print ?till that very day, was not certainly 
known to the Reſpondents, ?till that very day ( being Lady-day ) 
upon which by Antient Uſage Towr Majeſties Recepit of the Ex- 
cheguer hath not been open. --- However, they ſo far proceeded 
to Comply with the Letter of the Law, as to Provide the Money 
ready to Pay it, had the Officers of the Receipt been there to, 
Receiveit: and the ſame, as alſo another ſubſequent Payment hath 
been Anſwered and Paid to Your Majeſty. So that if the Reſpon- 
dents have Failed in any PunCtilio, according to the ſtriftnefs and 
nicety of Liw, 1n not Paying It in upon the firſt preciſe Day; 
yet the Reſpondents humbly: conceive, the Parliament added the. 

Feys 
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| Forfeiture of Charters , as a Penalty only to Oblige the Fammgns 


of the Money, and with no*other Intention; and haveadded no 
Diſability to have them reſtored by Charter. And it is a» [nhe- 
rent Rignt in the Crown, either to Create or Reſtore Corporations; 
and Relief in We#minſter-Hall is daily given againſt Forfeitures for 
Non-paymeat of Money, or Rent, at the Day ; whereby Leaſes, E- 
ſtates, and Bonds become Forfeited, and New Eſtates and Leaſes de- 
creed to be made. And Your Majeſty is Your Own Chancellour, in this 

Caſe, for could the Ordinary Court Reſtore a Corporation, it mig ht, 

and would certainly be done there ; but that being a Flower of © he 

Crown.,can only be done by Your Majeſty, and with Submiſſion; ſtands 

upon the fame Natural Equity and 7uſtice, as Relief againſt any other 

Forfeitures of Eſtates do, nor doth the Avoidance ariſing by Non- 

performance of a matter Enjoined by Parliament, alter or leſſen 

the Right of the Prerogative in Making or Reſtoring Corporations , 

nothing being againſt it in rhe AF. 

As to the 24. point, Wherein the Petitioners deny Your 1Maje- 
T1es Power to grant the ſole Trade to the Eaſt-indies to a Company, 
That power is ſufficiently juftified by the long and antient Praitsſe 
in making of Comparyes, and granting them the ſole Trade to ſeve- 
ral places, as in particular to the Hamborough, the Eaf-land, the 
Turkey Company and others, who all derive and enjoy the power 
of ſuch Trade, under and by Vertue of Royal Charters only ; and 
there is ſomething more of reaſon for the Izrerpoſition and Exerciſe 
of the Royal Prerogative in the EaFt-Jndies, which are inhabited by 
Tnfidels, that by the Laws of the Land are accounted perpetual Ene- 
mie3,than in other places not 1»fideland the Crown hath been in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of this Prerogative as to the Eaſt-India Trade, in and ever ſince 
the Reign of Queen Ekzabeth (when it was Diſcovered firſt in Eng- 
land) without Interruption;till of late invaded by ſome bold 1nterlo- 
pers, under the name of Free-Traders. Notwithſtanding the Peri- 
r:oners have anddo vainly pretend that Trade is and ought to be 
Free to all Your Majeſties Subjefs, by force (as they alledge) of ſome 
Antient Acts of Parliament, whigh (for want of a right Apprehen- 
ſion and Underſtanding,) they miſapply to this purpoſe. And up- 
on the Conſideration of them and of what elſe could be objeted 
againſt this Royal Power, a {olemn Judgment of your Majeſties 

upzeme Court of Juſtice in Weſtminſter-Hall yath paſr, and 
remains in ko2ce, in affirmance of this Your Majeſties un- 


= 


doubted Pzerogattve. 
As to the Third Obj&tion that the Charter of Reſtoration and Con - 


firmation 'prepared, contains Clauſes and powers repugnant to the 
. Laws of the Land. The Reſpondents are adviſed, and humbly 
C Inſiſt, 
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Inſſt,that by thatCharter the Company will be reſtored to nothing but 
what they lawfully held and enjoyed before the alledged avoidance 
of their Charter, and that by this reſtitution they are not, nor 
can be preſumed to be reſtored unto, or to have any thing con- 
firmed unto them, but what is Legal, and warranted by the Laws of 
the Land, the Words being tied up and reſtrained ro what is Le- 
gal only, ſo that if there were any i their former Charters not 
warranted by Law , they cannot by Vertue of this Charter make 
any Pretence to it, nor put it in Execution, ſo that there can be 
no reaſonable ObjeCtion againſt this Charter, which reſtores to the 
Company only what is lawful, and hath been lawfully enjoyed by them, 
and when ſuch Charter is granted , and the Companies Antient 
" Right reſtored, they ſhall be ready to Aſſert Your Majeſties and 
their Right thereby, i» 4 due and legal Ceurſe as occaſion ſhall 
offer. | 


In Anſwer to the Petition of the Clothiers and Woollen Manufafurers, 


The Reſpondents Humbly ſay, That in the years 1689, 1690. by 
reaſon of Your Majeſties Occaſions they could not be permitted 
to ſend out more than 4 wt" and therefore could not Export ſo 
large a quantity of the ManufaCture of this Kingdom as otherwiſe 
they would, but having liberty for a greater quantity of Shipping, 
in the 2 laſt years they exported to 1-dia on their Tonnage to 
the Value of about 100000 /. in Cloth and other Goods of the Produtt 
of this Kingdom, and they do farther humbly aſſure Your Majeſty 
that they will ſend out this year upwards of 100000 /. of Wooker 
Cloth and other Goods of the Growth, Produtt and Manufatture of 
rbjs Kingdom, purſuant to the late Votes of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, if they may obtain a ſufficient Number of Shipping. 


In Anſwer to the Petition of the Linnen Drapers «4 others, Trading 
zu Eaſt-India Goods, 


The Reſpondents humbly ſay, that the ſmall number of Shipping 
Tent out in the Years 1689 and 1690 for want of Leave and Protett- 
on for their Men, and the late unhappy loſs of the Shrewsbury and 
Orange, both caſt away homeward bound, and the Herbert, unfor- 
tunately blown up in Fight with Six French Men of War in India, 
theſe are the reaſons of the preſent Scarcity of Eaſt-India Commod:.- 
ries, but this will be remedied by the Two Ships now arrjved, Five 
more this year expected, and Nine the next, (God ſending them 
ſafe) which will furniſh the Markers with ſufficient quantities of 
DEE | all 
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all forts of Indian Goods, and with Salt-Peter for the ſupply of 
Tour Majeſties Occaſions. 


As to the Petition relating to the Five Ships and 400 men. 

The Reſpondents conceive them to be deſigned to gain counte- 
nance from Your Majeſty, That the Petitioners may by Your MajeFties 
Allowance to ſuch 4 Private and Licentions Frade as is deſired, Invade 
and leſſen Tour MajeFties Royal Prerogative of Reſtoring the Company 
and Granting that Trade as by Law Your Majeſty may, and Your 
Royal Predeceſſours have done, and therefore humbly hope no ſuch 
Allowance ſhall be granted to them, but that Towr 1ajefty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to give ſpeedy and effectual Order for the Paſſing 
of the Charter now lying before Your Majeſty, 


Eaſt-India Houſe Signed by Order of the Governour 
Septemb.7.1693. and Company 


Rob. Blackbourne, SeC. 


And it was thereupon Ordered that the Parties concerned might 
have Copyes thereof, and that they ſhould be heard the next Coun- 
cil day, as may appear by the Order following. 


At the Court at Wh:ite-Hall, the 7th. 
September 1693. 
By the Right Honourable the Lords 
of Their Majeſizes Privy Council. 


JPON Reading the Anſwer of the Eaſt-India Company, to the ſe- 
[] veral Petitions read at this Board on the 17th. and 31th. of the 
laſt Month againſt paſſing their Charter, it s this day Ordered in 
Council, that this buſineſs be, and it is hereby appointed to be heard 
at this Board oz Thurſday next, and that the Parties concerned have 
Notice bereof,, and give their attendance accordingly, and that in the 
mean time Copies of all Papers relating hereunto be given to ſuch as 


ſhall deſire the ſame. ; 
_— Rich. Colinge. 
C 2 | The 
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The Merchants who oppoſed the Eaft-India Companys Grant, at- 
tended, and preſented 4 Petition on the 7 of Seprember, praying that 
ſome perſons might Sign that Paper , delivered to Her Majeſty, 
called the Eaſt-India Companies Anſwer, becauſe in effe&t it was 
no bodies, — And they were apprehenſive that their Reply there- 
unto, as the Companies Anſwer, might ſeem to admit them to 
be a Company ſubfiſting, whereas therr Charters being void, there 
was really no ſuch thing in being, which Petition follows, v;z. 


To the Vucens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants 
| in and about the City of London, on. 
| the behalf of themſelves and others. 
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T | Sheweth 3 | 
i Hat whereas a Paper was atlivered to the Lords of Your Maje- 
ſties moſt Honourable Privy Council oz the 7th September in- 
Fant, intituled The Humble Anſwer of the Governour and Compa- 
ny of Merchants of Loxdon, Trading into the Eaſt-Indies, &c. and 
| the Petitioners being thereupon Ordered to attend Your Majeſty in Coun- 
1 cil this day, They do humbly lay before Your Majeſty, that as the ſaid 
' Paper contains ſeveral points of a various and comprehenſive Nature, 
uf which concern Your Majeſties Royal Prerogative, a well a; the Rights 
Rt and Properties of all the People of England, and which being mat- 
zers of the higheſt conſequence that can come into Debate, the Pe- 
titioners Reply thereunto will require.the greater conſideration, that 
ſo according to their Duty they may endeavour to give Your Majeſty 
entire fatisfaCtion therein, which they cannot be prepared to do in ſo 

ort 4 time. 

And foraſmuch as the Petitioners do humbly conceive, and are advi- 
ſed by their-Council :hat there is no Eaſt-1ndia Company in being at 
this time, the Charters of the late Company being Void, the ſaid Pa- 
per  infatt the Anſwer of no body, and conſequently no oge per- 
ſon liable, either to own or juſtify the contents thereof. 


The Petitioners therefore. humbly pray, that in conſi- 
deration of the Premiſles Your Majeſty would be 
ractonſly pleaſed to Order that the Petitioners may 
ave 14 days longer time, and that in the interim, 
thoſe 
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thoſe who are concerned in the ſaid Paper, may be 
© h required to Sign the ſame, that ſo ſame perſons 
may be liable ro juify its contents, and that the 
Petitiouers by replying thereunto (as it now lyes 
before Your Majeſty) may not be drawn to admit 
them to be a Company ſubſiſting, who are Diſſol- 
ved and Extinct, 
And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c 


Her Majeſty was not pleaſed to Order that the Anſwer ſhould 


be Signed, but Granted them one Weeks time longer. See the 


Order following, Viz. 


At the COURT at White-Hall: 
The 14th. of September, 1693. 


Preſent, 


The QUEENS Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
in COUNCIL. 


T #« this day Ordered by Her Majeſty in Council, That the Buſi- 
[| neſs concernizg the Paſling of a Charter to the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany be, and it u hereby appointed to be Heard at this Board 097 
Thurſday zext, Peremptorily, and without any farther Delay, 9 
admitting of any Excuſe whatſoever, Of which as well the ſaid 
Company, «: the Petitioners, who have preferred Petitions again#t 
paſſing of the ſaid Charter, and all others concerned, are to take No= 
tice, that they may give their Attendance accordingly. 


Rich. Colinge. 


The 21f of September, according to the Order of Council, all Par- 
ties attended, and the Merchants who oppoſed the Late Companies 
Charter , gave this following Reply to the Companies. Anſwer » 
Viz. : 


To 
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To the Qucens Moſt Excellent Majeſty.” 


The Humble Reply of ſeveral Merchants and 
others ( who Petitioned Your Majeſty in 


Council wn the 17 and 31 of Auguſt last) to the 
Anſwer of certain perſons Stiling them- 
ſelves the Governour and Company of Merchants 
of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies. 


H E Petitioners , by reaſon of the preſent War , did Humbly 
& Beſeech Your Majelties Protettion for 400 Seamen, to go in Five 
Ships to the FEaſt-Indies , in humble confidence of Your Majeſties 
Granting the ſame : for that , (as the Petitioners are adviſed) that 
Trade 1s Free, by the Laws of this Land, to all the Subjects of 
England. Jn which they find themſelves Objirufted by thoſe, who 
being but private Perſons, are in the ſame Condition. with the ret 
of Your Majeſties Subjeits ; and yet do aſſume to themſelves the Name 
and Power of a Corporation , tho? they are aftrally Diſſolved by 
ACt of Parliament ; which i the higheſt Judgment car be given 
againſt them, And yet thoſe very Perſons who now Oppoſe the Peti- 
roners ,, in obtaining Protetion for 400 Seamen , have themſelves 
Petititioned for Proteftion for 1200 Seamen; and have alſo preſſed 
Your Majeſty, to have this Trade granted ſolely to them , and to 
reſtrain the Petitioners and all other Tour Aajeſties Subjects , from 
the Lawful Exerciſe thereof ; tho ſuch Reſtraints are not warrant- 
able by Law. 


As to the Allegation made by the Reſpondents, That the Queſtion 
now is, Whether the Petitioners ſhall have Liberty to Trade in 


a Joint-Stock, or otherwiſe. 


The Petitioners humbly Reply, That that is no part of the 
Queſtion ; 77 regard the matter in diſpute is , Whether all Your 
AMajefties Subjects have not an Equal Right to that Trade; and 
Whether they can be Legally Excluded from the ſame but by an Act 
of Parliament ? And becauſe the Reſpondents have inſinuated, in 
their own Commendation , That they have Managed that Trade to 
| the 
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the Honour of the Nation : The Petitionors do averr, and are ready 
eo prove, That their Unjuſt and Unwarrantable Actions, 
have been ſuch as have tended to the Scandal of our Heligion, 
to the Diſhonour of the Crown and Nation , the Kep2oach 
of our Laws , the Oppzeſſion of the People, and the Loſs 
of the Trade 1t ſelf: For ſome of which, they and their Agents 
have been juſtly Cenſured in Parliament. <——— But to follow 
the Reſpondents in their own Method, 


As to the Petition, relating to the Charter now lying before Your 
Majeſty. 


The Petitioners in all humility Reply, That the Reſpondents have 
endeavoured to Evade the main Scope thereof ; which was nor ( as 
they inſmuate only to ſuSend the Paſſing of the Charter , but that 
the Petitioners Right to the Freedom of that Trade might be 
determined by a due courſe of Law: Jn order to which , the Pe- 
titioners offered to Join in a ſpeedy Trial , which would ſettle this 
matter , and the ReSpondents avoiding it , plainly argues their own 
Convidtion , that the Law is againſt them ; which makes them de- 
cline that Method of a Legal Determination, by which the common 
Rights of all Men are , and ought to be decided : and therefore en- 
deavour to draw it into queſtion before Your Majeſty in Council ; 
where they themſelves know it cannot be determined. But the 
Petitioners, in humble Confidence of Your Majeſties Juſtice, hope that 
Your Majeſty will ot deprive them and the reſt of Your Majeſties 
Subjects of their Right thereunto : For that the Petitioners are adviſed, 
That not only the Executing ſuch Prohibitory Powers , but even 
the very Obtaining them , are criminal, and puniſhable by Law. 


As to the Firſt of the Eight Points inſiſted on by the Reffondents, 
viz. The Nature of the Avoidance of their Charters, 'by A# 
of Parliament , &Cc. | 


The Petitioners humbly Reply, That the deſired Charter is not 
ſo properly a Reftauration of the Late Company, as a New Creation ; 
and that a Corporation, when once Void ( as in the preſent Caſe ) cannot 
be Reftored by aCharter of ReStauration ; but muſt be done either by an 
ACt of Parliament, or a Charter of New Creation, and ſos 
the Scope of the Grant now deſired. And as to the ReSpondents Pre- 
rence, That the Intention of the Parliament was not to Diſſolve them : 
"Tis moſt evident, That theParliament did Intend, that their Failure 
of Payment at the day, ſhould Determin their Charter ; for that the 
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[ 24 ] : 
time of Payment is made peremptory and penal, by the words and 
meaning of the ſaid Att , and no Averrment , in any caſe, ought to 
be Received out of Parliament, to Conſttue an ACt of Parliament, 
contrary to the expreſs Letter of it; eſpeciallp, where the Par- 
liament who made the ACt is in being , and like to be ſo ſoon 
Aſſembled again. But the induſtrious and. eager Application of 
the ReFondents, for a Charter to Paſs, when the Seſlion is ſo very 
near ; plainly ſhews, they are convinced , That the Parliament had 
no ſuch Intention , whatever they may pretend : For, the Houſe of 
Commons was ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt Intention to con- 
tinue them , when they were a Company ; much leſs to Reſtore them, 
now they are not ;, that they have twice ſolemnly Addreſſed to Hs 
Majefty, to Diſlolve them : and in the whole time that this matter 
.was depending before them, *tis obſervable , they did not make any 
the leaſt ſtep which tended to clicir Continuance. Moreover, 
the reftleſs Importunity of the Re:pondents for a Charter at this time, 
is the more unſeaſonable: iz regard His Majeſty declared, in His 
Meſſage to the Houſe of Commons the /aft Seſſion, That the 
DiClſolving the Late Company, ard conF#iruting a New one, 
tho? neceſlary to pzelerve this Trade , could not be perfected 
by His own Authozity alone , without the concurrence of 
the Parliament, to make it compleat and uſeful. 4d for 
that reaſon having commanded all the Proceedings in that matter to 
be laid before them, His Majeſty referred it to their Settlement ; 
who being prevented by the Companies great Oppoſition, Addreſſed to 
the King the laſt Seſſion, to Determin the Charter ; reſerviug 
the Settlement of that Trade to themſelves , as His Majeſty 
had graciouſly Referred it : And this zealous Application of the 
Repondents, for a Charter to paſi ſo nigh the Seſſion , can be no 
other than a Deſign in them, to take the Settlement of that Trade 
out of thoſe very hands, to which His Majefy did ſo expreſly 
commit it. Therefore it ſeems a great failure in the ReFondents , of 
that Duty they owe to Your Majeſty, To preſs ſo earneſtly rhe 
Paſſing a Charter ; 1n direct oppoſition to the declared Sence, and 
repeated deſires of the Commons in Parliament , ſo nigh the time 
of their Meeting. : 

As to the Reſpondents pretence of Equity, in caſe of Penalties 
and Forfeitures, —-— the Petitioners humbly Reply; That tho? 
there can be no Equity againſt the penalty of an A of Parliament ; 
yer the forfeited Eftate of .the Late Company being now Your Maje- 
ſtics , may be Reſtored ro them at Your Majsſties pleaſure, without 
afty ſuch Charter as is deſired ; if Your Majeſty ſhall think fir ſo far 
to remit the Forfeiture ; which,, with humble ſubmiſſion, is all 
the 
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the equity-they can pretend to. -- And if their Eftate be ſo valuable, 58 
they alledge it is, Your Majeſties Remirring their Forfeithre as to 
that ,. will be (o great. a Grace and Bounty toward them, that they 
will have no reaſon to urge the Payment of their Tax, as an 
Argument for a New Charter , or any ways to regret the Payment” 
thereof. And becauſe the ReSfondents have endeavoured to 
excuſe their Non-payment , alledging , the Exchequer was ſhut ; and 
that their Money was ready, had the Officers been there to Receive 
it. The Petitioners .cannot but Obſerve, That all their other Alle- 
gations are made the leſs creditable, by the inſincerity of this. For 
when this Matter was referred by Your Majeſty to be Examined , it 
did plainly appear by the Teftimony of ſome of the Principal Officers 
in the Receipt of Your Majeſties Exchequer ; taken in the preſence 
of ſeveral of the Reſpondents themſelves, and afterwards con- 

rmed by the Affidavits of ſeveral of the Under-officers, now ready 
to be produced : That the Oifice-doors were open on the 25th of 
March laſt,” during the uſual Hours; that the Officers were at- 
tending intheir Places , that Publick Buſineſs was diſpatched, and 
that the Reſpondents Money would have been Received, if it had 
been Tendred : Which Miſrepreſentation of this Matter to Your 
Majeſty, #s a great Preſumption i» the Keondents., Beſides, 
their eager preſſing for a New Charter, « a ſufficient Argument of 
their Self=conviction , That their Money was neither Paid nor Ten- 
dred at the time appointed; and conſequently , That their Charters 
are Void. 


As to the Second Allepation in the ſaid Anſwer, wherein the 
Reſpondents charge the Petitioners to inſif;, That ſuch ReFtitu- 
tioz, and Grant of the Sole Trade, & againit Law ; and do 
aſſert the Power of the Prerogative, in Granting a Sole Trade 
to ſome, with Excluſion to others. | 


Foraſmuch as the Re&ondents do urge the Power of the Prero- 
ative, to ObſtruCt the Petitioners in the Exerciſe of their Lawful 
Trade ; the Petitioners humbly beg Your Majefties Grace and Favour, 
to permit them to ſtand upon the Law, in the Juſt Defence of their 
Right thereunto. Ard.tho? the Refþondents endeavour to Futifie, 
under the Prerogative , the Lawfulneſ. of ſuch a Grant ; yet they 
have not quoted any Legal Authorities for zt ; nor any Prattice more 
Antient than in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the Firſt Eaſt- 
India Charter was Granted, which was only for FifteenTears, (as 
was uſual in caſe of a New Invention, but could give it no-Legal 
Authority, if r were in it ſelf Ill-gal: ſeeing many things formerly 
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done of that kind, have been afterwards queſtioned, and adjudged 
Toegal in Parliament. But the Petitioners are ſa well aſſured of 
Your Majeſties Juſtice, that the Example of none "of Your Royal 
Predeceſſors car be any Argument to Your Majeſty, for the Paſling 
any Grant, except it be Legal. And though ſuch Prohibiting Patents 
were firſk Granted toward the latter end of that. Queens Reign, yet 
when the miſchievors conſequences of them came to be taken notice of, 
a very ſevere Law was made in the very next Reign, againſt all ſuch 
Prohibitions, called , the Statute of Monopolies ; which did but 
aſſert and declare , that which was before the Ancient and Com- 
mon Zaw of the Land ; the Benefit of which Common Law, the 
Petitioners humbly Claim ag their undoubted Hight : by virtue 


. whereof , all Your Majeſties Subjefts: are ( «s they are adviſed ) 


equally entizuled to the Freedom of Foreign Trade ; and humbly 
conceive, Cannot be reſtrained from it, by colour of any Grant 
from the Crown : Which Liberty of Trade hath been alſo aſſerted 
and confirmed hy Wagna Charta , and many other Statutes. — 
And becauſe the ReSfondents , by way of Reflection ,, have alleaged,, 
That the ſaid Statutes have been miſunderftood and miſapplied by 
the Petitioners. They therefore crave leave to annex hereunto, zot 
only an AbFratt of divers of the ſaid Statutes, but alſo of ſome few 
of thoſe numerous Authorities of Common Law , whereby the Li- 
berty of ſuch Trade is Aſſerted. All which they Humby Offer to Your 
Majeſties Conſideration, | : 

As to the Pretence of che Unlawfulnefs of Trading with Infidels : 
the Petiti-ners think it ſo mean , that it ſcarce deſerves an Anſwer ; 
being a meer Chimera of Popiſh Original, wirhoxt any other Foun- 
dation. However , they crave leave to Affirm, That no Law of 
England. zzakes it Criminal to Buy Goods of a Jew, or to Sell them to 
a Pagan ; and by their being permitted to inhabit among us, we daily 
Converſe and Trade with them, and they with us. -— But ſup- 
poſing ſuch Trade were Criminal by Law, as the ReFondents inſmuate, 
( tho? it 15 not )) yet the Charter they deſire muit be Illegal ; ty that 
it would amount to a Diſpenſing with the Common Law ; which #- 
2gainſt the Bill of Rights, and the true Conſtitution of the Exgl:(h 
Government. But the preſumption of the Refpondents i very ye- 
markable in this, That they have ventured to Cite for an Authority. 
of Law , that which they fyle the Solemn Judgment in Weftminſfter- 
Hall ; which never had ann Credit among the Learned in that 
Profeſſion. -————- And therefore , to quote the Judgment only 
of thoſe Perſons for Law, who have been ſo far Cenfured in Parlia- 
ment , 4 to be Excepted out of the Laſt Act of Indemnity, for the 
open perverting and violating thereof; 2 fo far from being an 
Ar gu- 
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Argument for the Legality of their Patent , chat (with bamble ſub- 
miſſion ) it is really and truly a Great Argument again it : And 
the Reſpondents Petitioning the Houſe of Commons , ſeveral times, 
fince that Unwarrantable Judgment , ro have this Trade reſtrained 
to themſelves by ACt of Parliament : plarnly ſhews, They were 
convinced , That neither that Judgment , mor their Charter, were 
ſufficient to Reſtrain that Trade , without an AcCt of Parliament. 


As to the Third Point 5n the ſaid Anſwer, concerning the Clauſes 
and Powers in the deſired Charter, which are repugnant to the 
Laws of the Land ; and the Reſpondents Pretence, That no ſuch 
Powers will be Reſtored by the ſaid Charter ; becauſe , by a par- 
ticular Clauſe therein , thoſe Powers only are Reſtored, which 
the Late Company have or may Lawfully Uſe or Enjoy, 
and no other. 


The Petitioners do humbly Reply, That the ſaid Anſwer, a 
well as the ſaid Clauſe it jelf, are both Evaſive and Equivocal : For 
that in the Charter which the Reſpondents deſire, it ts recited, That 
the King 1s willing they ſhould Enjoy all ſuch and the like Lawful 
Powers , 4s if their firſt quarterly Payment had been duely maae ; 
From whence it muſt naturally be inferred , All the Powers in their 
former Charters are Reſtored , and may be Executed, without di- 
ſtintion of their being any of them Illegal. Which ts 
fo far from implying any of them not to be Lawful , that in common 
Underſlanding ,, it rather Aſſerts them All to be fo. — And, the 
deſired Charter further Reſtores and Confirms all thoſe Powers which 
were 'or might be Lawfully held and enjoyed by the Late Com- 
pany, by virtue of any former Charters; as fully, as if the ſaid 
Powers and Charters were at large recited. From which the Pe» 
titioners crave leave to Obſerve to Your Majeſty, That the very 
Granting thoſe Powers, ſeems to imply them to be Lawful; in re- 
gard it ought not to be ſurmiſed, That any thing ſhould be Granted 
by the Crown which is otherwiſe ; and thoſe ro- whom the Grant us 
to be made ,, are thereby encouraged to think them Lawful, and to 
Execute them as ſuch , without any ſcruple. Beſides , the 
Powers in their former Charters being promiſcuouſly Rettored, with- 
ont diſtinguſhing the Lawful from the Unlawful : The deſired 
Charter, al it is drawn, hath left it not only ro the Late Company 
themſelves, but to their -Agents and Factors; nay even to their 
very, Servants and Mariners 2 India,-ro derermin which of the ſaid 
Powers may , and which may not be Lawfally'uſed : which is in 
effect:, ' to Refore them all the Powers _ think to be Lawful ; 
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and ſo all thoſe Powers will be Lawful to them, which they take to 
be ſo: ſince the Charter hath not diftinguiſhed , but left it to them 
to judge , who are ſo incompetent Judges. — And tt eaſie to 
be conjeured , what Interpretation they are like to make of the Law- 
fulneſs of thoſe Powers when Reſtored ; by Obſerving how they for- 
merly underſtood and uſed them, — For they ſeized the Perſons, 
ſwallowed up the Eſtates, and embrewed themſelves in the Blood 
of their Fellow-Subjz&ts. And all this, notwithſtanding it was 
Unlawful, was ated, as if it had been Lawful , by colour of their 
ſaid Charters; without ſuffering any manner of ContradiCtion to 
their pretended Authority. Ard tho? it may be rationally ſuppoſed, 
thoſe Thirteen perſons who were. Executed at Sr. Helena; —— 
(whom the Parliament voted were Murthered) did objeft againſt the 
Unlawfulneſs of that Power whereby they were Tryed for their Lives, 
yet they were Hanged ?cill they were as certainly Dead,as if that 
Power had been Lawful: So that. the Exerciſe of ſuch dangerons 
Powers in Countries ſo diftant , is not only without Relief, but ir 
ſome caſes without any poſlibiliry of Recompence for the Injury, 
( the loſs of Life being irrecoverable.) The Petitioners therefore 
Humbly Offer it to Your Majeſties Conſideration, How far it may 
conſift with Your Majeſties Juſtice , or the Safety of: Four People; 
ro truſt the Reſpondents with ſuch a dangerous Advantage over the 
Lives, Liberties, and Properties of their Fellow- Subje&s ;, by giving 
them a Grant of ſo myſterious Powers, under. the obſcure denomi- 
nation of ſuch as may be LawfuRy uſed : eſpecially, when the ſame Perſons 
have already believed all the Powers 1n their old Charters to be Law- 
ful , and have Executed them ſo Inhumantly , as aforeſaid. 
Wherefore the Petitioners with. all due ſubmiſſion to Your Majeſty, 
cannot but think themſelves the more concerned to oppoſe the deſired 
Charter in the very paſſing it , for that after it is once paſſed, the 
Petitioners ſome of whom have conſiderable Eſtates in the Eaſt-Indies, 
and alſo all the reſt of Your MajeStes SubjetFs, who being entitfled to 
"the Freedom of that Trade, ſhall exerciſe the ſame, have no way to 
avoid the Execution of the Dangerous Powers therein reftored and 
contained, or to ſecure their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates i India, 
egainft the Violences which by colour of ſuch Powers may ( as fors 
merly) be there executed, in as much as thoſe Powers, being generally 
ſuch as are to be uſed in Places remote, and out of the reach of 
the ordinary Juſtice of this Kingdom, Your Majefties Subjetts can 
neither be able to prevent or reſiſt thoſe Violences. before they are 
committed, or to recover any Satisfattion or. Redrefi for the ſame 
by any courſe of Law after they:have been committed, of which the 
Reſpondents have. given the Nation already too'many woful Expe- 
riments,. 
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riments, though the Powers in their former Charters, were declared 
to be limited to ſuch only as were not repugnant to the Laws of this 
Land, and yet divers of them were notoriouſly illegal, and owned to 
be ſo, _ :n Your Majeſties Preſence, even by the ReSondents own 
Councel, | 


As to the Reſpondents Anſwer concerning the Petitioners 
Requeſt for a ProteCtion for 400 Sea-mcn to go in Five 
Ships to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Though the Reſpondents hve inſnuated as if the Petitioners deſy,n 
to inuade and leſſen Your Majeſties Prerogative thereby. — The Peti- 
tioners in all Humility reply, That the Refpondents make a very forced 
and unnatural conſtruction of that Your Petitioners humbly deſire, for 
20 conſequence can be thence inferred of prejudicing any Right Your 
Majeſty hath, by indulging them in that their Reque#t. And the Pe- 
ritioners humbly conceive they cannot be ſaid to diminiſh Your Ma- 
jeſties Prerogative by deſiring only a Protection for Sea-Men for the 
exerCiſe of their lawful Trade, and Merchandize , which. tends to 
the promoting the publick advantage of the Kingdom in general], 
and in particular the augmenting of Your Majeſties Revenue. 


The Petitioners therefore humbly. offer it to Your Maje= 
ſties conſideration how far it may be thoughtfit in this place 


zo determine {lo great and National a Property, of which 


all the People of England are ow in actual Poſſeſſion, 

| by paſſing any Charter to' the contrary ( whether it be put 
:n execution or not eſpecially ſo near the Seſſion: of a Pars 
liament who have had this matter under their Debate for 
Two ſeveral Seſſions*s, and. in the laſt by the particu- 
i Command and Recommendation of. the King. Him- 
Ell. | 


And therefore the Petitioners humbly Pray , that the 
ſettlement of this Trade may be left to the Parlia- 
ment', ro whom His Majeſty hath already ſo expreſly 
Referred it by bis Meſſage, Or that the Right of the 
Subjeft ro that Trade may be determined by.a due Courſe 
of Law before any farther Proceedings. 


And in. the mean time that: the Petitioners may 


have. Your Majeſties Gracious ProteCtion for- 450 
Sea-men to. Man Five.Ships to the: Faſt-Indies:this 
| Seaſon, 4 whoſe: Return the Cuſtoms - payable -ro 
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| Tour Majefty will not amount to lsff than 600001." 
that. ſo they may not be interrupted in that Trade, 
at this time when by reaſon of the War the Trade 


for moſt other parts is in a manner wholly Ob-' 
ſtructed. | 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &e. 


An Abſtra# of ſome few ( of thoſe 
Numerous) Authorities of Com- 
mon Law, referred to, in the pre- 
ceding Reply. 


_ Lo2d Chief Juſtice Forteſcue , i the Reign of King 
Hen. 6. was a Man not only of great Learning, bus of remark- 
able Fidelity to the Crown , and a Friend to the Lawful Prerogative ; 
and in his Book de Laudibus Legum Angliz , cap. 36. he declares it 
Lawful for any man to Trade, and Store himſelf. with any Wares and 
Merchandizes at his own pleaſure ;, and that every Inhabitant of Eng- 
land, by Law, exjoyeth all the Fruits of his Land , with all the Profits 
he gaineth by his own Labour, by Sea or Land; and tis not to be hinared. 
And in cap. 13. That the King is made and ordained for the Defence 
of the. Law, of His Subjetts, ard of their Bodies and Goods; and 
cannot Govern them by any other Law, And Bratton, lib.3. fol.123. 
ſays ,, That which is anothers, cannot be given away by the King. And 
the Lozd'Cook, 8.Rep.: fol. 92. averrs, That which is ours , cannot 
be taken from ws, and transferred to another, without our awn att or 
defet. And the Freedom of Trade being as neceſſary to'a man as 
his Life , the Law 15 ſo careful to preſerve it to him, that in many 
Caſes, the Law will not fo bim to be deprived of it;, neither by 
his own att or defett, 1. As to his Aft : If a man give a Bond, Not 
to Uſe his Trade ; tho? it be his own wilful att, yet the Bond is Void : 
and. ſo. s the. Dyer's Caſe, in Hen, 4. _ And if a man'cannot Debarr 
bimſelf of his Trade by his own att,the King cannot certainly debarr him.-- 
2. As to his DefeQt: If he make Default in paying his Rent, &c. 
the. Tools of his Trade are by the Law protetted from @ Diſtreſs. 
Which ſhews what care the Law tobk,, to prevent no more than a meer 
remporary. Obſtruftion' in a'-Mran's Trade : and" therefore how much 
more will jt :ſecure him' aSuynf} the rotal\Deprivation of it. And by 
_— Magna 
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Magna Charta , cap. 14. Ar Amereiament muft be {ſo moderate; 
as to be Salvo Contenemento ; and on a Merchant particularly, Salva 
Merchandiza. Judge Firz-Herbert i» his Natura Brevium, fol.$5. 
declares, By the Common Law, every man may go ont of the 
Realm, to Merchandize, or on Pilgrimage , or for wht other cauſe he 
pleaſeth , without the Kings leave. In the Lozd Cook?®s 3. 1n#tit. 
fol. 181. Trade us declared to be Free for all, and not to be converted 
ro the profir of a few ; and that *tis unjuſt to permit ſome ,, and pro- 
hibit others: And in H# 11. Report, fol. 55. in the Taylor of 
Ipſwich #5 Caſe; and in Darcy and Allens Caſe, fol. 86. it i ex- 
preſly declared, as the ground of the Reſolution 1n both thoſe Caſes, 
That, bp the Common Yaw, »o mar can be Prohibited from bu 
Trade. And in the Report of the firſt of thoſe Caſes, in 1. Roll. 
fol. 4. it was there ſolemnly declared, az to Foreign Trade in particular, 
That no Trade fddreliaiding can be Reſtrained by Patent ; and, That 
a Charter to hinder Trade at. Sea, is Void. 444 the Lo2v 
Cook «pon Mag. Char. fol. 47, 57; 41d 58. ſays , That all Mono- 
polies concerning Trade, are againſs the Common Taw , and 
divers Statutes. — And many more Authorities there are to the 
ſame effeit, too Numerous to be here inſerted. 


An ABSTRACT of ſeveral Aﬀts of Par- 
liament, referred to in the preceding Reply. 


M 2"a Charta , which was but a Declaration of what the 
Common Law was before, and hath been Confirmed 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament ſ2:ce, — 7» the 3oth. Chap. EnaQts; 
— That a'l Berchants, if thep were not openly p2ohtbiced be- 
foze, (which the Lord Cook faith can only be by ACt of Parliament) 
ſhall have their ſafe and ſure Conduct , to depart ont of 
England , to come into England , to tarrp in and go through 
England by Land and Water , to Bup and Sell , without 
any manner of evil Tofls, by the Old and Kightful Cu- 
ftoms; ercept in time of War. 

Statute 2. Edw. 3. chap. 9. Enatts, —— That all Merchant- 
Strangers and P2ivyp, ( which # 1»la»d,) map go and come 
with their Werchand13e into England , after the tenour of 
the G2eat Charter : and that Writs thereupon ſhall be ſent 
to a{! Sheriffs of England; and to Papo2s and Bailifſfs 
of good Towns , where need ſhall require. 

Siat:9, Edw. 3, chap. r. EnaQts, .— That all Merchants, 
Strangers 


Strangers and Denizens., and all others, and-everp of 
hem , of. what eſtate 92 condition ſoever , ſhall freely Bup 
and. Sell-their Mercfandizes , from whence-foever they 
come , without Jinterruption , ( Enemies excepted ) natwith- 
ſtanding anp Charters to the contrary; o2 Uſage, o2 Cu- 
ſrome , o2 Judgment given.'\upon thole Charters; which 
are declared to be of no. fo2ce , but. to the King's Damage, 
and the Oppzeſſiou of the Commons. . 

Stat. 14. Edw. 3. chap. 2. Recites Zdagna Charta, and EnaQts, 
That all Merchants, Denizens and Fozeigners, (except 
Enemies) may Without Let , ſafe!p come into the ticalſm with 
their Merchandize, and ſafeſp tarry and return. 

Stat, 18. Edw.3.-chap. 3. Enacts, —— That the Sea ſhall 
be open to ail manner of Merchants , to pals with their 
Merchandize where thep pleaſe: ( and if for all manner of 
Merchants ,' certainly for Engliſh ones. ) 

Stat.25. Edw. 3. chap..2.. Confirms the former of the 9th. Edw. 3. 
and Fnatts, —— That if anp Charters , Patents, P:ocla- 
marions oz Commandments, Uſage, Aiſowance, o2 Judg- 
ment be made to the contrary, thep ſhall be openly Re- 
pealed and Void. | 

Stat. 38. Edw. 3. chap. 2. Eſtabliſhes the like Freedom fo? 
all Merchants, Aliens and Dentzens , to Sell and Bup 
all manner of Merchandizes, and freely carry them out 
of the tealm , as in the Keign of that King's P2ogeni- 
tos. — (<Ercept that the Enyl;h Werchants ihall not 
pals out of the Gealm with Wool oz Woolicls.) Whence ?is 
plain, they might Export any other Gooas ;, and that even ſo long ago, 
this Freedom was then adjudged to be an Ancient right. 

The ſeveral Statutes of 2. Ric.2. chap. 1. — of 5. Ric. 2. chap,z.— of 
11. Ric, 2, chap. 7. — of 16.Ric. 2. chap. 1. —— are all to the like 
purpoſe. — And more particularly : 

Stat. 21. Fac, 1. chap. 3. called the Statute of Monopo!ies, 
was made on purpoſe to deſtroy all manner of Pretences to ſuch Prohi- 
bitions and Reſtraints , Enacting, ('as if it were deſigned to reach 
this very Company,) That all Commiſltons, G:ants, Char- 
rers, and Patents , made 02 to ve made, fo? the ſole Buy- 
ing,. Scling, 02 Uſing any thing ; and ail Pzoclamations, 
Jnhivitions , aad Hieltraints whacloever , tending to rhe 
Jnſtituting, Erccting, Purthering , o2 Countenancing 
thereof, are alrogethcr contrary to Law,and Yoid.--And that 
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Strangers and Denizens , and all others, and everp of 
them , of what eſtate 92 condition ſoever , fhall freelp Bup 
and Sell their Merceandizes , from whence-loever thep 
come , without Jnterruption , ( Enemzes excepted ) notwith- 
ſtanding anp Charters to the contrary ; 92 Uſage, o2 Cu- 
itome , o2 <judgment given upo"n thoke Charters; which 
are declared to be of no fo2ce , but ro the Tring's Damage, 
and the Opp2cſſicu of the Commons. 

Stat. 14. Edw. 3. chap. 2. Recites Zſagna Charta, and Enacts, 
That al! Merchants, Deziizens and F02etguers, (except 
Enemies) map without Eet , fafe!p come into the Fealm with 
their $5crchandize, and fafelp tarry and return, 

Stat. 18. Edw.3. chap. 3. Enacts, —— That tie Seca ſha! 
be open to aii mantiier of Merchants, to pals wity thcir 
Mercha:dize where they pleaſe: ( and if for all manner of 
Merchants, certainly for Engliſh ones. ) 

Stat.25. Edw. 3. chap. 2. Confirms the former of the 9th. Edw. 2. 
and Fnacts , Thar if any Chartcrs , Patents, P:octa- 
marions o92 CommenIments, Uſage, Xiſowance, o2 Judg- 
ment be made to the cotitrary, thep thall be ov2nlp Kie- 
peaſed and Void. 

Stat. 33. Edw. 3. chap. 2. Eitabliſhes the like Freedom fo? 
all Merchants , Aliens and Dentzens, to Sell and Bup 
ail manner of MWerchaidizes, and treelp carry them out 
of the calm , as in the Aeign of that King's P2ogenit- 
to's. — ( -<3rrevt that the Enlh WPerchants ifall not 
pa's out of the Kealm with Wool o2 Woolicls.) Whence ris 
plain, they might Export any other Gooas ,, and that even ſo long ago, 
this Freedom was then adjudged to be an Ancient right. 

The ſeveral Statutes of 2. Ric.2. chap. 1. — of 5. Ric. 2, chap.z.— of 
11. Ric, 2, chap. 7. — of 16.Ric. 2. chap. 1. —— are all to the like 
purpoſe. — And more particularly : 

Stat. 21. Jac. 1. chap. 3. called the Statute of © onspsiircs, 
was made on purpoſe to aeſtroy all manner of Pretences to ſuch Prohi= 
bitions and Reſtraints , Enacting, ( as if it were deſizned to reaci; 
this very Company,) That all Commuſſlions, © ants. Char- 
crs, and Patcnis , made 92 fo ve made , fo! rac ioie Du - 
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\nchz G2ant, Charter, Patent, Jnhibition, o2 Keſtraint.— 
Which (with ſubmiſſion) is 4 dirett damning the now deſired Char- 
ter, in the mo$Fplain and poſtive Terms that Words can poſſibly expreſs : 
For that it Reſtores thoſe Charters, which Grant the Company the Sole 
Trade to the Eaſt-Indies , and the Sole Buying and Selling al! the 
Commuoaities thereof. | | 

The Af of Tonnage and Poundage, made in the 12th of Char. 2. 
(now ſmce Revived) gives the Crown certain Rates and Duties upon 
Merchandize Exported and Imported, which in the Preamble thereof 
are expreſly declared to be given, to the end the Seag map be 
Guarded and/BVefended, and the Subject ſecured in the 
Jintercourle of Trade, and fo2 defrapying the neceſſary Ex- 
pences thereof; which coukd not be done without great 
Charge to' the King. Whereby *tis apparent (as the Petitioners 
humbly conceive, ) That the Subjeits had ever Liberty to drive any 
Foreign Trade ; and that they might without Reftraint Export and 
Import any of the Goods rated in that Aft paying the Duties and 
Cuſtoms therein aſſeſſed. ———— And it would have been needleſs for. 
the Parliament , to take fuch care, and pive ſuch a vaſt Revenue for 
Guarding tht Seas, to encourage and ſecure the people in their Trade; 
if the Prerogative could Prohibit their Trale , and keep them at 
home, ' And it #s alſo Mporons from the laid Stacute, 
That no Duties could be laid on Merchandize , otherwiſe than by aſſent 
in Parliament. Therefore , if the King by His Own Authority cannot 
lay the Duty of a Penny upon the Trade of bis Subjefts ;, it naturally 
follows, He can much lefs deprive them of the. whole Trade it 
ſelf. WP: 


The Benefit of which Common Law and Statutes, and 
all other Laws and Statutes, of this Realm, made for 
'Securing to the People the Liberty of Foreign Trade, the 
Petitioners humbly claim, as Their undoubted Right, 


The'Linnen- Drapers gave in likewiſe the ſame day this Reply to- 
ſuch part of the Companyes Anſwer. as related to their Petition, - 
Viz, IO 7 IT Hap 
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To the ©ueens Moft Excellent Majeſt : 


Th: Humble Reply of ſeveral Linnen- 
Drapers and others, Trading in Eaſt- 
India Goods , to a Paper Intitule1, the 
Humble Anſwer of the Governour 
and Company of Merchants of London, 
Trading 1nto the Eaſt-Indzes, 8c. 


HE Petitioners do Humbly Reply to ſo much of the ſaid Paper. as 

L concerns them, that thaſe Gentlemen who call themſelves the 
Eaft-India Company, aud delivered. in that Pager to Your Majeſty, 
have ſo far admitted the Truth of the Charge i the Petition. deli- 
wered by 1s, that they do not go about to deny it, but only.to 
excuſe themſelves From the Cenſures which they juſtly deſerve. by 
caſting a falſe and unjuſt Imputation. on Your Majeſty, as if Toxr 
Majeity, and rot they had occalioned that Complaint, whereas the 
contrary 1 ſo notoriouſly known that ſuch their Sugge1ons only ſerve 
to ſhew Your Majeſty the lutle regard: they have either of their 
Duty to Your Majeſty, or of the Truth cit ſelf, z: being clearly e- 
vident that the Scarcity and Dearneſs of Ealt-India Goods, has nor 
proceeded from Your Majeſties Granting them. no. greater number 
of Ships aud, Men to. go to the Faſt-Indies in. the Years. i689 and 
i690 ( as they ſuggeſt) but from their- Want of Stock both at 
Home and Abroad, and by Engroſling their Goods which were ſent 
home ; For they were permitted in 1689 and 1590 to ſend out Seyen 
Ships, viz. The Benjamin, Herbert, Chaundois, Orange, Dorothy, 
Tonquzen and William and Mary , containing together near 3000 
Tuns. — But all the Stock, they ſent upon them did nxt amount to 
270001. which was not enough to purchaſe a ſufficient Lading for 
one Ship ; So that what number of Ships ſoever they might pretend 
to ah for, its plain they had as many granted as they aid really de- 
ſire, and more than they wanted, ſeezng they had o little effects 
here to ſend out, and no more there to bring home ;, and if leave 
had been given them to ſend out more Ships, they muZt either have 
ſent out larger Effe&ts, or. the Ships muſt bave remained there till, 


as 
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4 thres of theſe nviv do which they ther ſent out , "and the Nation 


ad tbren no berier ſapplyeA with Eaſt: India Goods than ow it is ; 


For thoſe' Gentlemen tranny pretend that Tour Majeſty hindred their 
ſending out mbte Stock on thoſe Ships, or that what Stock was 
ſ:nt upon them was ſuffictent to Lade them horhe, or that thoſe 
Shifs could carry out 'No more," of that Your Majeſty hindred 
their ſending home thole Shifjs which they then ſeat” out. —— 
But as its plain they had no effects here to ſend out, ſo they hai 
little or none there ro bring home. + For at Surratt whither 
Three of thoſe Ships ſent out in 1689 and 1690 were Bound , con- 
raining about 1400 Tuns , thty were fo far from having atyy effes, 
that on the contrary , they were vaſtly indebted there', »z, ſo much 
that they were put: to it to Borrow Money, ever for their neceſſary 
Charge of Honſe-Keeprny, | 

Nor has the want of Eaſt-India Goods been occaſiened ( as they 
ſurge) by the loſs of the 3 Ships mentiowd 1n the ſaid Paper —, 
For the Shrewsbury one of them a Ship of 350 T1 uns ſent out to Sy- 
Yatt 4 1688, caſt away homeward bound, was above the one'half 
dead freighted » and ſhe had not above 100 Bayls of Callicoes on 
Board: her, mo#+ of which were of the courlſeſt ſort that comes from 
thence, the greateſt part of her Lading being C:tton-Yarn and Cot- 
ron-WVozl, Commodities which fill much and coſt little, which was 
0 ſirn of the want of mbre Ships but was a great Stzn of the wart 
of more effets to Ladle on the Ships which they hat.” The Herbert, 
another of 'thoſe- Ships about p50 Tuns ſent vut in 1689, Bound for 
Surratt, ' w#s Bark by the French, and had on Board her bit 102291, 
I S.9d> tnelutling Amwnitions, Stores,'&c. for Bombay, in which 
great (pare of her Cargo did conſiſt, whereas if all that Suinm had 
been 11 eMerchandites or Money, that Ship" would Dave required lis 
times as much to' load her home, 2nd as thry had nor wherewith 
to logd the Shrewsbury thourh not half her. Burthen, So if the 
Herbert had arrived ont , ſhe muſt erther have remained there fill, 


"or elſe have come home the greateſt part empty , ſering they have 


ha two Ships as Surat, both of them together not her Burthen, .and 
have been able in all this time to load home but one, and ſhe but 
170 T ims, Viz. the Diana; berme one of the two ſmall Ships now lately 
arrived---, The Orange, 4 Ship of 300 Tuns ſent ont in 1689, was 
caſt away homeward bound, and as ſhe carried our but 6361.78.49. 
for the Companies Account, ſo its known by a fatal and fad experience 
ro ſome Men, that a great part of her Lading home was for private 
Acconnts, which i a plain demonſtration of the bad Condition of the 
Companies Aﬀaits in the Eaſt-Indies, rhar they had not wherewithco 
lade ſo ſmall a Ship themſelves, or if they had, it ſhews them wery ill 


Gl Mas 


[ 36 ] 
managers for the reſt of the Adventurers to ſuffer private Men to lade 
Goods on the Companies Ships, and toleave the Companies Money (if 
they had any there) lying dead, #n. a time when the Eaſt-India Goods 
were ſo much wanted in England. And beſides there were in India about 
1c00 T uns more of Engliſh Shipping which the Company had formerly 
ſent out, and bad Liberty to have Laded home, which they certainly 
would have done if they had not wanted Money there more than 
Ships. 

What we have already laid before Your Majeſty, we humbly conceive 
i ſufficient to Vindicate Your Majeſty from their unjuſt imputation, 
and to ſatsfie Your Majeſty that neither of their pretences have been 
the cauſe of this ſcarcity and dearnefi of Eaſt-India Goods, 

Which therefore muſt have proceeded from their want of Stock 
both at Home and Abroad,and the Engroſſing their Goods which 
were ſent home. 

1, From their want of Stock, both at home and abroad, they having 
E xhauſted their Stock through the Charge of their War with the Mo- 
gull, ard the over-large and frequent Dividends which they made at 
the ſame time. = 

For they made more. frequent and large Dividends (when by rea- 
fon of their War and little Trade, the Profit could not anſwer their Char- 
ges) than they bad formerly made when their Trade was moſt Flou. 
riſhing ; and in 5 Tears, VIZ. 1685, 1686, 1687, 1688,-1689. during 
their War they Divided 3 times their Original. Stock which, was as 
firſt paid in, whereby it may plainly appear.to Your Majeſty that they 
aid not divide their Profit only but their Stock it ſelf, which « fur- 
ther apparent in as much as that notwithſtanding the ſmall Summs 
they had ſent out on their Ships (as has been already obſerved, and may 
appear even by their own Books, and by their Accounts given to the 
Houſe of Commons iz 1689 ard 1691, though they bad abeve 35c0 
T uns of their Shipping arrived in leſs than Two Tears time, yet by the 
Account they laid before the Parliament in Oftob. 1691. they pre- 
tended to have in England no more than 38901 1. 8 5. 8 4. including 
therein for their Ware-houjes and Buildings 9920 l. which account if 
it had been really true, was a ſmall Stock for a Company to have, who 
pretended to the Grant of (0 large a Trade, but that Account was Cal- 
culated by them ſo much in their own favour, that Three times that 
Summ would nt be ſufficient to clear the Debts and Demands which 
they owed in England , and what other miſtakes: were omitted to be 
inſerted in that Account. 

And here we humbly beg leave to obſerve to Your Majeſty how l;itle 
regard thoſe Gentlemen have to what they Aſſert ether before Your 
Majeſty or the Parliament, for by the Acconnt which they gave into 
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the Parliament #7 1691, they maue their quick Stock in India amount 19 
1262811. more than what they pretended to have there by their Account 
delivercd in 1689. although between the time of thoſe Accounts they 
had ſent out but 20211. 75. 4d. in Three Ships, and had about Eight 
Thouſand Tuns of Shipping come from thence, the coit of which Ships 
Cargo (whatever they were) must be dedutted ont of the Effeas which 
they had remaining in \ndia in 1689, which ought to amount to a ve- 
ry large Summ ſeeing they computed in their Accounts laid before the 
Parliament 7 16g1, rhe Cargoes of Fonr of them only at Three Hun- 
dred and Seventy Thouſand Pounds, and therefore it muſt naturally 
follow that their Srock, in India in 1691, muſt be vaſtly leſs than it 
was 11 1689, notwithſtanding they would make it to be ſo much more 
as aforeſaid ; By which the inſincerity of thoſe Gentlemen may ap- 
pear to Tour Majeſty, and how little Dependance there is to be made 
on any thing they Aſſert. And as it is Apparent they had no Stock 
in England, /o nezther could they have any in India, as may plainly ap= 
pear by what bas been already obſerved, and will be more fully demon- © 
ſtrated by the following Conſiderations. 


1. Their ſending home i» a few years above 2000 Tuns of their 
Sbipping from India dead Freighted for want of Lading. 

2. Their keeping ſo many Ships in India ſo long a time as 
they have done when Goods were ſo much wanted in England, Three 
of thoſe Seven Ships which were ſent in 1689 and 1690 not being 
yer come back, 

3- The mean Cargoes ſent home on their Ships which have not 
coſt in India one fourth part ſo. much as ſuch Ships Cargoe were uſed 
to Cot. 

4. Their taking up Money in Inaia on Bills of Exchange to 
load home their Ships, to be repaid here in England, which they would 
not have done if they had Money of their own lying dead. . 

5- The Farming out that Trade, by raking Permiſſion Money of 
others, to lade Goods out and home on their Ships at a time, when 
by reaſon of their ſcarcity and dearneſs they yielded here and abroad, 
much greater profit chan ever was known, which could be for no 
other reaſon than their want of Stock. to carry on the Trade them- 

elves. 

/ 6. Their apparent and viſible low condition and Credit, and 
the great Debts they owe at Suratt, inſomuch that their Fattors 
there remain confined to the Town, and were not permitted 10 ſtir 
out of it, without a Guard to watch them, being kepr there as Ho- 
ſtages, till they have complyed with the Terms of the Peace granted. 
by the Mogyll, by making the Natives Satisfattion for the Damages 
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done them im the War, which though compounded for at \ntuch lefs 
than it really was, amounts ftill t» a very conſiderable Summ, and 
with their Old Debts vaſtiy exceeds what they have ſent out: r47- 
ther ; and they were ſo far from having any Srock there to manage 4 
Trade, that their Fattors were forced to borrow Money for their 
daily ſuſtenance, which we are ready to make appear for Your Ma- 
jeſties farther ſarisfattion, by perſons of undonbted Credit now 
preſent before Your Majeſty who came lately from thence, and 
were Eye-Witneſſes of it. Notwithſtanding they pretended to the 
Parliament by echeir Account given them in 1691, That they had 
made full Satisfattion to the Natives, and paid all they owed, and 
that they had remaining in quick Stock at Suratt #ear 200000 |, af- 
tc all their Debts and Demands were paid. 


2ly. From the Engroſfing their Goods, wich were ſent bome, 
For the Leadins 71en of the Company Sold to themſelves rhe Goods 
which came home ; being encouraged therennts by the knowledge they had 
of the Companies bad circumltances, and the Tnability they were 
in to ſupply the Nation with Ealt-Indid Goods, and thereby inbanſed 
the price of them to ſuch extravagant Ratcs that moſt ſorts of India 
Commodities are ſold at double, ſome trebole, and four times the pri- 
ces they were uſually ſold for, whereby ſome of the Ruling Members 
have in avery ſhort time greatly enriched themſelves, ro rhe preju- 
dice of all the Traders in Eaſt-India Goes, rhe whole Nation, and 
Your Majeſties Revenne. | 

And the manner of advancing the Prices of thoſe Goods has been 
ſo extraordinary, that we humbly beg leave to repreſent the ſame to 
Your Majeſty, for after the Ruling Members had fold to themfelves 
the Companyes Goods, they expoſed them again to the Publick Sale, 
as'if they had ſtill belonged to the Company, and then by Bidding 


- themſelves for their own Goods, which they had Bonght before by 


private Contract, and employing ſeveral others to do the like they 
have greatly advanced their Prices far above what they themſelves 
were to Pa: for them; and thi is a method which was particularly 
prattiſed in the Salt-Peter, thereby ro enhance the Price on Your Maje- 
ty, byrepreſenting to Your Majeſty the high price it was ſold for by 
the Companies Candle ro their own Agents, whereas it was the 

Bought for themſelves, and coft them in tealiity much leſs before hy 
private Contract, 44 this Commodity by reaſon of its preat ſcarcity ts 
now fold ar. $1, per Hondred iWVeicht, which was uſed to be ſult] for Hit- 
He more then ome fourth part ſo mach;, and they are ſo far from havinr 
a quantity ſufſicient to ſupply Your Majeſties Occaſions thar they have 
fearce encugh for the u/e of the Dyers, Glaſs-makers, Refiners and 
Chyailts. | find 
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And as they have this endeavoured to dcceive Your Majeſty , in 
Miifreqreſeneons the Cauſe of this Scarcity and Dearnefs of Eaſt-India 
Goods ; fo we veg leave to fhew Your Majeſty, how they have endea- 
voured to do the like in the Remedy which they have propoſed. 
| For, as to the rwo Ships now lately arrived, viz. the Diana and 
the Dorothy, they do not together contain above 409 Tunns; which 
are all the Eaft-India Goods we are like to have this year. The 
Diana, 4 Ship of 170 Tins, was ſent out in 1688, with but 1222 1, 
14s. aboard her for the Companies Account ; and has been de- 
tained fo long abroad, that it's much to be wondred ſhe ever came 
home-; ſhe proving fo leaky, that moſt of her Goods are damnified, 
and many of tnem little worth ; and was forced at laſt to come from 
thence contraty to their Faltors deſire, and withour their Diſ- 
patches. 

The Dorothy, a Ship of 225 Tunns , was ſent out in 1690, and 
carried for the Companies Account , but 165 /. and though theſe 
two Ships now lately arrived are ſo ſmall, andthe Coſt of their Cargocs 
fo inconſiderable, and Faſt-India Goods ſo ſcarce and dear , yet very 
great parr of their Lading i on Permiſlion , for private Accounts : 
And theſe two Ships Cargoes are «ll the Eaſt-India Goods which have 
arrived from thence theſe two years paſt , except the Kempthorn , 4 
Ship of 640 Tunns,, which was ſent o:t in 1688, with but 3027 l, 
4 5. 5 d. on board her, for the Companies Account; which did ny 
arrive here *till November a5, though that Voiage is uſually performed 
in 20 Months: And notwithſtanding ber leag ſtay there, . ſhe had at 
come home ſo ſoon, if the Captain had not proteſtcd againſt them, 
and threatned to come away empty : &fnd tho? above one balf 
of the Coft of her Cargo was taken up there of their Fattors themſelves, 
by Bills of Exchange, to be Repay'd here in Landon; yet he was 
forced at laſt to come away a great part dead-freighted , ard without 
their Diſpatches, leſt they ſhould have detainea him there , as they 
had dore ſeveral others before ; ?rill by the decay of their Ships, and 


| death of their Seamen , they were quite diſabled ever to come home; 


tiereby to ſave the Freight to the Company, ard avoid the dif- 
credit of having them come home part laden, or empty. 

The pretence of five Ships expeited this year ,, # like the reſt of 
their Aſſertions : for they themſelves know , it's very improbable, 
and next to impoſlible,, that they ſhould arrive ; and therefore their 
Arrival will be an uncertain Supply of Your Maj:ſties Occaſtons for 
Salt-peter thu year. 

T he nine Ships which they pretend to expett the next year, ts a thing 
more impoſſible than the other ;, for ſix of them, which ſhould have 
gone out laſt Winter , were not aiſpatcht till this Summer was my 
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advanced ; and going out ſo late , they cannot poſſibly return *till the ©-* 
year after next. And their late diſpatching theſe Ships, us a farther 
Argument more convincing , cf their want of Money , both here and 
in India ; for after they had det :ined them ſo long , they could not 
diſpatch them art laſt, ?ill they had called in 501. per Cent. of their 
Stock, being 3700co |. which #5 about double the ſumm which they 
have. ſent out upon them ; and was an artifice and comrivance of the 
Governing men, to perſwade the other Adventurers to pay in the 
ſame; that ſo they might thereby pay themſelves the Money which 
chey had advanced : Whereas if they had any Quick-Stock 1 India, 
tho? far ſhort of the 828860 ]. 00s, 5d. which they pretended to have 
there, by their Accounts delivered in Patliament in 1691, it would have 
beers more than ſufficient to lade home. off the Ships which they have 
ſent out theſe two years paFt ; although they had ſent out nothing upon 
them ; which plainly ſhews, they themſelves are fo far from believing 
their own Accounts to be true , that they know them to be 
falſe. 

And here we beg leave to Obſerve to Your Majeſty, That thouch 
they could not ſend out theſe ſix Ships laſt year, or rather this year, 
without calling in 50 per Cent. of their Stock ; go they had then aikt 
leave of Your Majeſty, for 12 S2ips, (as they had done in like man- 
ner the year before, ) when likewiſe, for want of Stock to lade them 
home , they were forced to Farm out their Trade , by giving leave to 
all that would , ro ſend out any Effets upon them , ſo they were 
but marked with the Companies Mark, and they allowed the credit 
to Enter them out at the Cuſtom-Houſe, as their own Goods: and 
liberty was given in like manner to all thoſe who had any Effetts abroad 
in the Eaſt-Indies, to lade the ſame home on their Ships, in what Goods 
they pleaſtd; ſo as all the Goods which came home on their Ships 
were Entred by them at tneir Return, and Sold at their Sale, as the 
Companies Goods. For they had deſigned to ſend out that year only 
the Charles the Second, Captain Dorril, a Ship of 750 Tunns, 
with 100000. —— on Permiſſion, for Account of the Ruling Mem- 
bers. But upon the Complaint made that year in Parliament, againit 
their Miſmanagements, they altered their Reſolution, and ſent out 
the ſaid Ship and five others, for Account of the Joint-Stock. 

This , May it pleaſe Your MajeSy, is a ſhort Relation of ſome of 
the late Companies Miſmanagements , which are too well known, to 
be denied; and from theſe cauſes the great ſcarcity and dearneſs 
of Eaſt-1ndia Goods haz proceeded ; which has given occaſion to their 
being [mported by ſtealth from Holland : . Whereby Your Majeſties 
CuFtoms are diminiſhed , the Petitioners Trade almoſt ruined , and 
the whole Nation greatly impoſed on, by paying ſuch extravagant 
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""W27 Rates for thoſe Commodities. Whereas, if all Tour Majeſties Syb- 
3 jets were permitted to Trade thither, as we are axvifee, by Law-they 
” amay\ \Faſt-lndia Goods wowld.be. plentiful, the Petitioners Trade 
encouraged, and Your Majeſties CuFoms greatly Increaſed. 


.. \..,, The Petitioners therefore Humbly Pray , That this intended 
_  , Grant may not be permitted fo Paſs; But that all Tour 
' Majefties Subjetts may enjoy the Liberty of that Trade, 
for the Reaſons before mentioned. -— — And if thoſe 
Gentlemen ſhould deny the matters of Fatt herein contained, 
the Petitioners are ready to make appear to Your Majeſty 
the Truth thereof , when, and in ſuch manner, as Tour 
._ Majeitie ſhall think fic to appoint. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


The Reading of the Merchants Reply _—_— taken ſome time, 
Her Majefty did not think fit the other ſhould be Read ; and the 
Drapers were told, That They, or their Conn/el, might ſpeak what 
tliey had to ſay. But they referred themſelves to their 
Reply in writing , not being prepared to ſpeak to it, nor having 
inftroged atty mel to do it for them. | 


A Reply was likewiſe intended to be delivered by the Clothiers 
of Glouceſterſhire , tq ſuch part of the Companies Anſwer as con- 
cerned their Petition ; but the late Company, or ſome for them, 
having promiſed they would Buy large quantities of Cloth, this 
Seaſon , the Clothiers were perſwaded not to proſecute their Pe- 
fition : and the Clorhiers Reply, which was ifitended to have been 
delivered, follows. Viz. 


— _ ———_— 
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| To the Putens Moſt Excellent Majeſty: , 


The Humble Reply of the Clothiers and ''Woollen 
Manufaturers in the Connty, of Glouceſter, to 
a Paper delivered im to Tour Majeſty, 1ntituled, 
The Humble Anſwer of the Governcur and Com- 
pany of Merchants of London: Trading to the 
Eaſt-Indies, to ſeveral Petitions therein 
Mentioned. 


Y þ HE Petitioners HZumbly Reply, 'That the Reſpondents in their 

Anſwer, would excuſe. themſelves for not Exporting greater 

quantities of Clorh; by pretending, that Your Majeſty. allowing 

them no more Ships in 1689 and 1690, was the reaſon of it; but 
the years 1691 and 1692 , when Your Majefy granted: them more 

Shipping, they had Exported in each Year to the yalue of. 100000 7; 

in Cloth and other Goods of the produtt of England ; and that they 

will Export the like value this year, iz Wooken Cloth, and other Goods 
cf the Growth, Produft, and Manufatture of this Kingdom; 1o as they 

may obtain a ſuſficient Number of Shipping... Þ- 

The Contrary whereof may appear to Your Majeſty,. by, what:the 
Petitioners beg leave to Obſerve to Your Majeſty, as follows. + 
For the Petitioners find upon Enquiry, . That they. Exported' in, 
the year 1622 but 243 and 5; Cloths, Lo 
_ in two years, viz. 1633 and 1632, they Exported no Cloth 
at all. ; 

So that in thoſe three years, viz. 1683, and 1642, and 1622, 
they Exported but 2435 Cloths. Although in thoſe three 
years they ſent out Shtps, containing  Tunns. 

Which ſhews plainly, It was not the Want of Your MajeFties 
Granting them more Ships, that bindred their Exporting greater 
quantities of Clorh; but ſome other Reaſon , which they Conceal. 

In the year 162:, they Exported 918 Cloths. 

And in the year 1622, they Exported but 546 Cloths. 

And their not mentioning particularly the Qpyantities of Clorh 
which they Exported, ſhew-, they were Aſhamed (as well they might) 
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it ſhould be known, they had Exported ſo ſmall quantities, to ſupply 
ſo large aTrade : Which isan Argument to enforce the Petitioners 
Prayer 5 . That, all Tour Majeſfties Subjefts may have the Liberty, 
freely to Export Clorh thither : And-rhe rather, for that the Pe- 
titioners find, there was 953 Cloths Exported in the two Ships 
which went to the Eaſt-Indies laſt year, for Private Acconnts : 
which was near three times as much Cloth as the Company had Ex- 
ported for Three Years Trade; Viz. in 1643, and 1682, and 1622 ; 
and was ſo much more than would have been Exported , if thoſe 
Si1ips had not gone thither. | 


And as to the Pretence of. their Exporting this Year-the Value 
of. 100000 |. in Cloth, and other Goods of the Produf# of Eng- 
__land, if they may obtain a Sufficient Number of Shipping. 


It will appear to be of very little weight, when it's conſidered, 
how little Cloth they have Exported thither = therr Four laſt Years 
Trade ; of pra whole Value doth not amonnt to above Ore: 
Fifth Part of the Sum , which they pretend they will Export: this 
Year ; although they had a Sufficient. Number of Shipping in, thoſe 
Years: And the Petitioners have great Reaſon to Believe, and are: 
ready to Prove, That all the other Merchandizes, of the Growth 
and Manufatture of England , which they Exported in thoſe years, 
did not. amount.-to more than the Cloth. _ _ : 

And: the Petitioners: being - certain , they could now Sell great: 
quantities of Cloth to other Merchants for the Faſt-Indies, sf 4 
Liberty were allowed to all Your Majeſties Subjetts, freely to Export it 
thither : Do therefore Humbly Pray Your Majeſty, That a Free 
E xportation rd Cloth for the Eaſt-Traies may be Allowed to All Your 
Majeſties Subjetts at this time ; for that the Exportation of the ſaid 
Manufatture , 'is in a manner wholly Interrupted, by reaſon of the 
preſent Obſtrnttion of Trade for Turkey and the Streights. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &Cc. © 


But the Clothiers Reply not being (Delivered , the Merchants 
gave 11 to. Her foe es ig Council the' following Paper, being 'an 
Account. of the Cloth which the late Eaſt-India Company had Ex- 
ported iz Five. Tears Trade; which Account 'was taken from the 
Cu#tom- Houſe: Books. CE" 05-4 $372 Cat: 5 INE; 
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 " CLOTH Exported by the Faſt-India Compeny, 
An, in the Years 16%, 1633, 1632, 1632, 16z3. 

On the Chaundos, . . . . 54 Cloths. 
95.9 


On the Benjamin, . . - 178, Cloks' 343; Cloths. 
On the Herþert, . - . - 111 Cloths. 
In 163% and 162*, None at all | 
, I On the Modena, . . . . goo Cloths.? _ 
1657- On the Charles the 2d, ..18 —_ 918 Cloths. 
| On the Princeſs Am, . 4215; Cloths. 
- 1633-7) On the Defence, .. Ny. 144% Cloths, 565x Cloths. 


1827 Cloths. 
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The ſame day, Counſel was heard - » on þchalf of thoſe 
who centred the Cavears, to whom, Their Majeſties Council ,” and 
the {ate Compaxy Reply*d. (DL Y MEE: | 

A Petition was likewiſe delivered Dy the Inbabitznts of Corn- 
wal, which took up ſome debate ; which Petition follows. 


To the Vucens Maſt Excellent Majeſty : 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Inhabitants 

of the County of Cornwal, im behalf of them- 

elves and other the Inhabitants of the 
Jaid County. 


Sheweth , 

H AT His Late Majefty King Charles the Firſt of Bleſſed Me- 

_ mary, did by bus Letters Patents nnder the Great Seatof England, 
bearing date the 26th. of January, im the Nineteenth Tear of his Reign, 
for the Conſiderations therein Expreſſed, Graut unto all and every the 
Men and Inhabitants of the County of Cornwal then being, or that. 
bereaſter ſhould be, that they and every of them, by them ſebves und their 
Fattors ſhould from thenceforth and forever have a Free Trade and Com- 
merce anto and from all Ports and Places whatſoever in Amity with 
the Crown of this Realm; By vertue of which Grant a wr 

umbly 
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humbly conceive they bave a Right ro Trade tothe Eaft-Indies as wel 
as elſewhere. | FLTLENS ou ON 

And whereas the Petitioners are informed that a Charter # now' un- 
der Your Majeſties Conſideration for Granting the Sole Trade to the 


Eaſt-Indies to Sir Thomas Cook and others Excluſive to all the ref of 
Tour Majeſties Subjetts, | 


The Petitioners therefore Humbly Pray Your Majeſly, 
That the Rights and Priviledges Granted by the 
ſaid Letters Patents to the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
County of Cornwal, may be preſerved to them in 
the ſajd intended Charter ; or that the Petitioners 
may be heard thereupon before Tour Majeſty i 
Council. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


Whereupon the following Order to Refer it to fr. Artorny Genee 
ral was made, Viz. | < 


Ar the COURT at White-Hall: 
'The 21th of September, 1693. 
Preſent , 


The 2UVEENS Molt Excellent Majeſty, 
in COUNCIL. 


LF Reading the Annexed Petition of ſeveral Inhabitants of the 
County of Cornwal, in behalf of themſelves and other the Inha- 
bitants of the ſaid County , Humbly Praying that the Rights and Pri= 
wiledges Granted by Letters Patents of King Charles the Firſt ro the 
ſaid Inhabitams, to have a Free Trade and Commerce unto and from 
all Ports and Places whatſoever in Amity with the Crown of this 
Realm a:ay be preſerved io them in the intended Oharter, Granting 
the.Sole Frade to the Eaſt-Indies ro Sir Thomas Cook and others.  [t 
& 8hie- day Ordered by Her Majctly, in Conncil, That it Wade it w 

Fo ereby 
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hereby Referred to Mr. Attorny General, to exanine the Petitioners 
Allegations : And to Report to Her Majeſty in Council, how he finds the 
matter of Fa&, together. with His Opinion therenporn: © » 


Richard Colinge. 


"Next Covncil day AF. Artorny General gave the: following Report 
on the Reference made to him on the Corniſh Petition, viz. 


To the ©urens Moſs Excellent Majeſiy : 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty , 

N Humble Obedience to Your Majeſties Order in Council , por: 

"the Petition of ſeveral Inhabitants of the County of Cornwal , :z 
behalf of themſelves , . and other Inhabitants of the ſaid County, 
hereunto arinexed, 1 have, #n the preſtnce of ſome of the Petitioners 
and their Counſel , and ſome of the Eaſt India Company and their 
Counſel, Examined the Petitioners Allegations ; and do find, That 
His late Majefty King.Charles the Firſt, by His>Letters Patents 
under the Great, Seal of i England, bearing-date at/ Oxford, the- 26th 
day of January, in the Nineteenth year of His Reign , out of His 
Princely Contemplation of the many and extraordinary faithful Ser- 
vices tro His ſaid Majeity , then of late performed by His County 
of Cornwal, and for their better Encouragement to proceed in their 
Duty and Allegiance to His Perſon and Crown , and for other Con- 
ſiderations , Did for Himſelf , His Heirs and Succeſſours, Give and 
Grant unto all aud every. the'.Men' and Inhabitants, Lizge Subjefts 
of the Kingdom of England , within the ſaid County of Cornwal ther 
being, and then after to be; Thar they and every of them by them- 
ſelves, or any of them; their or any of their Fattors , ' Agents, or 
Servants , Liberty and Freedom , from time ts time, and at all times 
for ever afterwards, to Trade, T raffick, and Commerce , with their 
Ships and Veſſels., Goods and Merchandizes, unto and from the Hanſc- 
Towns, and all Ports, and Places within the, Dominions. of the King 
of Denmark, and Great Duke of Muſcovia, and .all Ports and 
Places in the Levant Seas ; whilſ# they or any of. them. ſhould be in 
amity.with His ſaid Majefly, His Heirs and Succeſſours ;, and unto 
all” other Ports and p aces ,, for the time being..in amity mith Hu ſaid: 
Maj:ſty, His. Heirs and, Sueceſſours ;, mhethen the, Merchants: of thi: 
Ea1t-lahd, Ruſſia. 4nd Turkia Companies of London, and Company'af 
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Merchant-Adventurers of London ,'- or. any of them did or might 


Trade; and unto and.from all other Ports and Places wharſoever be-' 


yond the Seas, for the time being, in amity with 'His ſaid late Majeſty, 
His Heirs and Succeſſours ; whether any of the Subjefts for the time 
being, of His ſaid Majeſty, His Heirs or Succeſſours did or might 
Trade', #n 4s full and ample manner as His late Majeſty conld Grant 
the ſame, ſaving His Right to His Caftoms" and Duties. Yielding 
and Paying therefore to' His Majeity, His Heirs and Succeſſours the 
Summ of Four Shillings, ro be paid ro the Sheriff of Cornwal, at 
All Saints. And Hw ſaid Majeſty did thereby for Himſelf , His 
Heirs and Succeſſors, Promiſe and Grant to the ſaid Men and Inha- 
bitants, . 4s well preſent as to come , That if any Doubt or Queſtion 
ſhould happen. to ariſe touching the validity of that Grant ;, that then 


upon the Petition of the ſaid Men and Inhabitants, or «upon Norice- 


or Certificate of their Learned Counſel, rouching any Defett to be 
amended, * Hu ſaid late Majeſty , Hws Heirs or Sicceſſours , would 
Grant other Letters Patents unto the ſaid Men and Inhabitants, with 
ſuch Amendments, Explanations, Amplifications and Additions, 


preſent Grant , or to the Perfection of His Majeſties Intentions, any 


#5, Tho* the ſaid Men.and Inhabitants in» Conſtruttion of Law be not 
reputed. a Corporation, or Body-Politick, nor Capable in Law to 
have and hold the Priviledge thereby Granted. The Petitioners pro- 
diced a Printed Paper Dated at Sudeley-Caſtle the 10th of Septem- 
ber, 1643. (which wa previorws to the Grant,)) purporting Hu ſaid 
late Majeſties Declaration of Hu ſenſe of the Extraordinary Merit 
of the County of Cornwal, for the Defence of His Perſon, and Rights 
of His Crown; wherein are contained many Gracious Expreſlions 
of thanks and acknowledgments to. that County. The ſaid Petitio- 
ners produced alſo another Paper, alledged to be a Copy of a Letter 
or Order , from King Cha#les the Second , and to be Counterſyrned 
By Mr. Secretary Coventry ; and Superſcribed, To the Right Ho- 
nourable ,' John'Earl of Bath , the Lord Mohun , Zord Arundel of 
Trerice , and divers other Eminent and Conſiderable Gentlemen of 
that County , dated the 17th of March , 1673. reciting the: former 
Grant of King Charles the Firſt, and/Commanding all Governours of 
Iſlands , Caſtles, Forts, &c. Captains , Officers, Agents, FaRors, 
Merchants , and att other His. SubjetÞs not to hinder or mole the 
Inhabitants of Cornwah, their Agents, Fattors, or Servants, in+ their” 
Trade or Traffick.;, nop to detain, feize, oy prejudice their Ships, Goods, 
or Merchandize': but in. all reſpes. to treat them as: His Majeſties: 
loving 
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loving Subje&ts. ought to. be; they always producing the Copy: of the 
pes > ren. Grant, and'sf the Letter attefted you 3 any 54 r »bX 
Perſons bands to whom' that Letter was. Subſcribed , Commanding;' 
That no other Perſon be permitted to Trade, under pretence of that 
former Grant ,; bur ſuch only . as are thereby deſigned. ' P2ovided, - 


. That if any, of the Companies.or Corporation of Merchants ſhould find 


themſelos} aggreeved. , ;with 'or by reaforr of the ſaid former Grant, 
they may try the validity thereof, in any of His Majeſties'Coprts.ob- 
England, proper for the ſame. | nf1de 1007 * | 

The Peritioners Council inſi5Fed that this was a good Licenſe to all 
the Inbabitants of Cornwal, then and in future times to Trade to the 
Places therein mentioned,. and that though the Ezſt-Indies be not therein 


- named, yet that the Inhabitants might Trade thither,, as to 4 Place in 


Amity with the Crown, and deſired that a P2oviſo might be added ro 
the Charter preparing for the Eaſt-India Company, for ſaving the In- 
habitants Right ro char Trade, by Vertue of the ſaid Grant of King 


_ Charles the Firſt, and that the ſaid Charter may not prejudice the 


ſame. . ; x 
The Councel for the Eaſt-India Company Objeited arainFt the va- 
lidity of that Grant of King Charles the Firſt, as nor making any Cor- 


poration, xor Conferring any Right to Trade in the Eaſt-Indies, that 


place not being named, nor any League, Truce, or Amity, being made 
out to be between the Crown of England, and the Princes or Governours 


of the places within the Eaſt-Indies, 2nd Aſſerted that this Grant of 


King Charles the Firſt was never put in Execution, and that if it was 
and continues a good Grant in point of Law, #t cannot nor will be 
prejudiced by paſſing the Charter ( now under Conſideration ) to the 
Eaſt-India Company. 

Tn my Humble Opinion the Grant of King Charles the Fir#t, of an 
unuſual Nature, and by the Non obſtante zn it, it ſeems as if it did 
20t, Hor was Rot intended to make a Corporation ; and as this Caſe ts, 
I. bumbly conceive it did not make the Inhabitants of Cornwal aCor- 
poration, iheugh there be a yearly Summ of Four Shillings reſerved 
to'the Crown , 4:4 to heve it optrate a4 a perſona} Grant ro'each 
tahabitans/preſere and: to Come, 15. wot pretended: to'be: good ," and by 
rhe general Wards of /it,. 33 ſeems.to be an Invaſion '\xpon the Rights 
of the: former Company #berein mentioned, which they held by Royal 
Charters preceding t0 it, and 11 Words confers a Liberty to Trade 
into Ruſſia, againſt an Qt of Parliament chat effebliſhes. that Trade 
re the Company Exclaſive va: all athers.. . Thes Grant 'was made when 
a former Charter tas in being\ to an Eaſt-India Company, "which Chari 
ter way afterwards in tbe Ren of King Charles the Second, renewed 
10 that Company, #yd for ought. I can perceive, there ts. m0 pretence of. 

| Exerciſe 


> 
Pow, 


I» -J WWE, Fr. "X05. Pa 


ko. . S. a... +5 . 


i. i. SM. % A. 35S. 2 2. 


of 3t«.(/:!;; » 


X | "W to what covenantec 
the late Eajt- India, Company /awfully Enjoyed, the 24tIof March £2 make it 


GO SRKLN I Wo wo wu WB RL RW 


[49 ] 
Exerciſe of the: Liberty Conferred by that Grant ſince the making 


_ . Vpon tbe” whole matter, 1 bumbly conceive ,, that Grant of K ing * Admitcir 
Charles the Fir#t to the Inhabitants of Cornwal, (* if ever it was od 
good in Law) Cannot ,, nor will be prejudiced by Paſſing the pretcndgd Crown Ml 
Charter. to the, Eaſt-India Company, which # rebative 


laſt ; though there be no. P2avilo for ſaving the ſuppoſed Right of pP"—_ 
the Inhabitants, as & deſired. All which , . zevertheleſs, 75 710ji quent Cha 


humbly ſubmitted to Your Majcſties Royal Wiſdom and Pleaſure. to ſupply 
. Is defects of 


Ns | Edw. War d. former. 
28h. Septemb, ' 1693. UEDUT 


A Petition was then likewiſe Delivered by the Owners of the Ships 
which went to the Ea{t- 1ndzes laſt Year, praying that the /legal Po- 
wers which were in their former Charters, might be particularly 
excepted , that ſo the. Lives of their -Fellow:Subje&ts might not bc 
expoſed to their unjult Oppreſſion. 


Ti 0 the ©ueens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 


| The Humble Petition of ſeveral Owners and Freiahters of 
the Ships Edward and Henry, on behalf of themſelves 
41d the reſt of the Owners of the ſaid Ships, 


Sheweth , SER 

TT" HAT whereas the Petitioners did in May laſt , ſend out the ſaid 
Ships tothe Eaſt-Indies.wzth, a conſiderable Cargo of Goods of the 
Growth, Produtt and Manufaiture of this Realm. And there being a 
Charter now depending before Your Majeſty for the reſtoring ta,the 
late Eaſt India Company their former - Powers \without' any particulax 
diſtintbion of the illegal-from the legal', the ſaid Company and their 
Agents: will tara be induced to conclude all thoſe Powers to be Le- 
val , and to execute-them- a4 they have formerly done, tothe Ruin 

and Oppreſſion of Your Majeſties Subjetts. 

That unleſs the Illegal Powers in their former Grants be particular- 
ly Diſtinguiſht and Excepted our of the Deſired Charter of Re- 
ſtoration,, the Eſtates of the Petitioners , and the Lives, Liber- 
ties and Eſtates, of their FaQtors, Servants and Marriners , _ 

G other; 


E 5o ] 
other Your Majeſfties Subjetts, in thoſe parts , will be in danger of 
being invaded ; which poſſibly may put ſome of them upon the uſing force 
in their lawful defence; and may tend not only to the breach of the 
Peace , but the hazard of the Lives of Tonr Majeſfties Subjetbs. - 


# And foraſmuch as Seizing the Ships and Goods of the 
Subjetts of England for Trading into the Eaſt-Indies , bath 
been already adjudged Illegal by ſeveral ſolemn Judgments 
in Weſtminſter-Hall , ſazce Your Myjeſties happy acceſſion 
ro the Crown. — And for that in Places ſo remote, the 
Petitioners. can neither be able to defend themſelves again 
the Injuries before they are committed ; nor. to right them- 
ſelves by Law, after they are aQed: the wrong-avers being 
out of the reach of the ordinary Juſtice of the Kingdom : 
whereby the Petitioners will be left without remedy. 


The Petitioners therefore humbly Pray Your a- 
jeFie, in conſideration of the premiſles, would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to Order , That all the 
Illegal Powers in their former Charters may 
be diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe which are Legal ; 
by ſuch Methods, as Tarr Majefy, in Your 
great Wiſdom ſhall think meet: to the end 
that all the Illegal Powers may be excepted out of 
the deſired Charter of Reſtoratian.; 10 that the 
Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates of Your Majeſties 
Subje&s, in thoſe Parts, may be ſecured from 
their Unujuſt Violence and Oppreſſion. 


And the Petitioners ( as in Duty Bound ) 
ſhall ever Pray , &c. 
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The Merchants having no. Anſwer to the ſeveral Petitions de- 
livered to Her Majeſty, for Proteion for Four Hundred Seamen ; 
they preſented azother Petition , with ſeveral Reaſons annext, to 
enforce it: which Petition and Reaſons follow. | 
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To the Yutens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : : 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants 
and others, on behalf of themſelves and 
other Your Majeſties Subjects. | 


Sheweth, ; : | | 

f by reaſon of the preſent War, the Petitioners did by two 

Petitions Humbly Beſeech Your Majelty in Council, for Pro- 
tection for 400 Engliſh Seamen, to Man Five Ships to the Faſt- 
Indies rh# approaching Seaſon; and in humble Confidence of Your 
Majeſties Granting the ſame , have made great Preparations for the 
ſaid Votages, 

That on the I'wo Ships which were ſent out to the Eaſt-Indies laſt 
year ,, for Private Accounts, there was more Cloth, and other 
Goods of the Growth, Produtt , and Manufature of England , Ex- 
ported, than what the Company have Exported thither in Four Years 
of their Trade. Although the intereſted in thoſe Ships were under no Ob- 
ligation to Export any. 

& abt; Bn | 

That the Petitioners will Export much greater quantities of Cloth 
and other Goods of the growth, produtt, and manufatture of this King- 
dom 22 this One Year, than what the Late Company have Exported 
in Five whole Years of their Trode;, although in that time they have 
ſent cut above Ten Thouſand Tunn of Shipping. 

That at ths Return 'of the ſaid Five Ships, the Petitioners will 
ſupply Your Majeſty with Five Hundred Tunn of Salt-Peter , at 
3 /. per Hundred-weight : though that Commodity, for want of the 
Companies Importing it , i now Sold for 8 1, per Hundred-weight, 
Whereby there will be ſaved to Your Majeſty, 50000 1. at the preſent 
Price, 

That the Cuſtom, payable to Your Majeſty at the Return of the 
ſaid Ships , will amount to about Sixty Thouſand Pounds ; which is 
Three times as much, as the Late Company have Paid to theCrown. 
for all their Own, Aliens, and Other mens Goods Imported on their 
Ships the laſt Three Years. So that the very Cuſtoms payable to 
Your Majelty at the Return of the ſaid Ships , will amount to One 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds Sterling , for every on? of the ſaid 
422 Seamen which the ſaid Petitioners defire ; beſides the other 
Advantazes which will accrue to the Publick, by Exporting large 

G 2 quantities 
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by the tenth jq danger to fell inio the hands of ſome other Nation, unlef rimely 
PE. prevented': | As may appear by the annexed Reaſons, Humbly Offered 
& and pradtz. *9 Your Mzjeſties Conſideration, -- 

| ito obtain 1t ; | 

kh time's _And for as much as the Petitioners, by reaſon of the preſent War, 
Wl j2ieu12r!Y 2nd the great and heavy Loſſes which they have ſuſtained thereby ; 


7grok £ a well as the many Obſt: uQtions and Hazards in moſt other Trades, 
j 


| cþ, and paidin India, to Lade them Home 5gain : 


BG out their | 47 much diſheartned in proſecuting the ſame ; to the great Damage 
FD ps. of the Petitioners ; and the depriving them in effect, of the means 
8 of their Livelihood ; as well a the diſcouragement of 'the Woollen- 
| ManufaCturers, and other Artificers ſubſiſting by Foreign Trade, 


wherein many thouſands of the Poor of this Kingdom are em- 
pluted, | , $a 


The Petitioners therefore moſt Humbly Pray Your Ma- 
jeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to grant them Pro- 
retions for the ſaid Number of Seamen to go to the Eaſt» 
Indies this year; that being the moſt profitable, and 
leaſt hazardous of any Foreign Trade : whereby the 
Petitioners may be enabled in ſome meaſure to Repair the 
Great Loſſes, which by reaſon of the Way they Goo ſus 
Ftained. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c- 
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REASONS, Humbly Offered to Tour Majeſties Conſideration; 

whereby it may appear, That the late Eaſt-India Company have 

. neither Stock at Home or Abroad, to carry on that Trade ; and 

: That it is in danger to be Loi# to this Kingdom , and to fall 
into the hands of ſome other Nation. 


The Late C ompanyes want of Stock at Fiome 75 
Vifable 


I, B* their having ſent out to the Eaſt-Indies #7 three whole Years 

time of their T ade, Viz, in 1689, 1690, and 1691 in 7 Ships 
containing about 3000 Tuns, but the value of 26000 1. as may ap- 
pear by their Accounts laid before the Houſe of Commons in 1689 
and 1691, of which moſt part was Ammunitions andStores for their 
War. 

Wu. By their having in England but 38901 1, $ s. 84. according to 
their own Accounts given in to Parliament in 1691, including 
9920 /, for their Buildings, though they had ſent out ſo little in 
the preceding Three Years, and had had above 1000c Tuns of 
their Shipping arrived in that time, whereas in Truth three times 
that Summ would not have paid the Debts which they then Omed , 
' and made pood the other miſtakes omitted to be inſerted in that 
Account. : 

IH. By their Farming out their Trade to and from the Eaſt-1n- 
dies, to be carried on by Foreigners and others on Permiſlion, on 
their Ships, and not Trading themſelves, when Engliſh Goods were 
ſo much wanted there, and Eaft-India Goods ſo exceſlive ſcarce and 
dear here, which it can never be ſuppoſed they would have done, 
if they had had effets either at home or abroad, to carry on the 
Trade themſelves. | 

[V. By their calling in 50 per cent. of their Stock, before they 
could ſend out the laſt Years Ships, which was 4 Publick Confeſſion 
of their own, that they had not Srock, ſufficient to carry on their 
Trade without it. | 

V. By their havin? no Money in England to carry on their 
Trade, notwithſtanding the ſaid 50 /. per Cert. called in, that 
not being ſufficient to P A Y what they Owed before it was cal- 
led in. 

VI.. By their Shipping out in Five Tears of that Trade, \o little 
Cloth as has in all that Time amounted to but about 20000 /, and not 
car 
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near To much in all other Goods of the Growth, Produ@t, or 
Manufacture of England, which ſhews, either that they wanted Mo- 
ney to Pay for them ; Or That they had Little regard to the Publick 
Good of the Nation in the proſecution of their Trade. 

VII. By the Engroſſing the Goods (which have come home,) by 
the Ruling Members, who Sold them to themſclves, knowing the 
Company had not a Stock to ſupply the Nation with thoſe Com- 
modities , thereby inhanſmg the Prizes to ſuch extravagant 
Rares. | 

VIII. By their not | ſupplying the Nation with Salt-Peter, although 
the ſafety of the Kingdom fo much depends thereon, that Com- 
modity by reaſon of its ſcarceneſs for want of their Importing 
it, being now ſold at near Four times the uſual Price. 


Their Want of Stock abroad is alſo Viſible, 


I. By their Fattors having ſent home in a few years about 2009 
Tuns of their Shipping empty. | 

Il. By their having kept their Ships ſo long in India, when EaS- 
India Goods were ſo much wanted at home. One of theſe Ships 
now lately arrived, having been Five Years Out : And Three of 
thoſe ſent out in 1689 and 1690 not being yet returned ; beſides 
above 1200 Tuns of other Shipping which they had formerly ſent 
out, and which they would, as they might, have laded home, :f 
they had not wanted Money , there more than Ships. | 

LI. By their being ſo vaſtly indebted at Suratt their chiefest Re- 
ſidence, that their General, or Preſident and Council there are cox-* 
fined to the Town, andmnot permitted to ſtir out of it unleſs 'with: 
a Guard to Watch them for fear they ſhould run away mithout paying 
what they Owe, and making reſtitution to the Natives for the da-' 
mages done them in the War. And although by their Account 
given in Parliament in 1691, they pretended to have there about 
202c00 /. after all Debts paid; yet they are fo far from having any 
Stock, at all there, That they are forced to Borrow Money to pay for 
the neceſſary Charges of their Fattory ; as the Petitioners can prove: , 
by perſons of undoubted Credir, lately come from thence, who ar- 
rived here but in Auguſt laſt. 

IV. By their Starving the Trade, having had home in Two Years” 
but Three Siips, containing not above One Thouſand Tims (though 
they have ſo many Ships abroad, and that Eaſt- India Goods are ſo 
1: ch wamed: at home,) and even theſe Three Ships, a great part 
Laden. by Armenians and others on Permiſſion for private Accounts, 

whereas 


Oe "3: | | 
whereas in that time the Dutch Eaſt - India Company have had 
home about * 7ex Thouſand Tuns of Shipping. | | 


By all which it may plainly appear to Your Majeſty, That the 
late Company have zeither Stock at home nor abroad. to carry on that 
Trade ; but on the contrary, are vaſtly Indebted there , as has been 
already: Obſerved to Your Majeſty : Notwithſtanding, that by their 
Accounts given in Parliament, in 1691, they pretended that they 
had 8288601. in quick-ſtock, in the Eaf-Inadtes, after all Debts and 
Demands were paid and ſatisfied ; and that they have not had home 
from thence near the value of- 100200-/7. ſince that time ; and for 
want of their Stock to manage this Trade, Your Majeſty has ſuf- 
fered in a very few years laſt paſt, at leaſt z0c000/. in Your Cu- 
*Foms, and that Trade is in a manner quite loſt to rhu Kingdom, and 
g1ven away tothe Dutch ; who do not only ſupply themſelves drrettly 
from the Eaſt-Indies, with thoſe Goods which they formerly had 
from England ; but do Furniſh other Countries, which we were uſed 
to ſupply ; and eyen the Conſumption of this Kingdom it ſelf is 
now chiefly ſupplied with Ea#-IndiaCommodities by ftealth from Hol- 
land. And beſides the Conſiderations above-mentioned , ſeveral 
other Princes and Potentates, Viz. the Danes, Portuguezes, and 
Genoueſes , are encouraging , and inviting not only their own, 
but likewiſe the SubjeCts of other Princes, and eſpecially Your Ma- 
Jeſties, to proſecute this Trade to and from their Domintons, in 
Shipping of thoſe Countries ; which may prove of dangerous con- 
ot 2 to this Kingdom , unleſs prevented by permitting the reſt 
of Your Majeſties Subje&s to partake of this Trade, from hence, 
upon equal terms : for that it will be more advantageous, either to 
embrace the aforeſaid Encouragement,. or to come into that Trade 
by being concerned 7» the Dutch Eaſt-India Stock, rather than by 
Building on the rotten Foundation of the late Company ; who, it's 
vilible , have not a Stock to carry on that Trade. | 

But the ll Intentions of the late Company are the more apparent ; 
for that though they themſelves have been able ro drive ſo little 
Trade to the Eaſt-Indies for ſeveral years laſt paſt ; yet they would 
obſtrutt others Your Majeſties SubjeAs from Trading thither ;- there- 
by endeavouring to leſſen Your MajeSties Cuſtoms, and to give away 
this Trade from our own to ſome other Nation. 


AlE which the Petittoners Humbly Submit to Your Maje- 
ſties great Wiſdom , and are ready to Prove the Parti- 
culars thereof , upon any day to be aſligned them by 
Your Majeſty for that wet 

But 


* About 
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But no day was aſſigned , nor Anſwer given to this or the former 
Petitions ; altho? thoſe who afted as the late Company:, had Prate- 
_ Gions granted them for 1200 Seamen, to go to the Eaſf- 1naes this 
S-aſon ; and an Order of Council was then paſt, directed to either 
of the Secretaries of State , tO prepare a Warrant for Her Majeſties 
Signature,.in order to Paſling the Charter to the [ate Company ; the 
draught of which Charter was annext to the Qrder it ſelf, which 
Order follows, viz. | | 


At the COURT at White-Hall: 
The 28th of September , 1693. 


Preſent, 


The QUEENS Molt Excellent Majeſty, 
in CUOUTNCGTL. 


[© quo Hearing at the Board the Buſineſ# concerning the Paſling of 
a Charter to the Ea#-India Company, by Councel Learned as 
well on behalf of the ſaid Company , as of thoſe Perſons who have 
preferred Petitions againſt paſſing of the ſaid Charter, Her Majeſty 
in Councel, upon conſideration of the whole matter, is pleaſed to Order, 
and it i bercby Ordered, That One of Their Majeſties Principal-Se- 
cretarics of State do prepare a Warrant for Her Majeſfties Royal Sig- 
nature , in Order to the Paſſing of a Charter to the ſaid Company , 
according to the Draught and Proviſo hereunto annexed, which were 
approved this day at the Board, which Proviſo # to be added at the 
end of the Draught of the Charter, next before the Words [In Wit- 


neſs ] 


' The Merciants attended upon their Cavears, and being heard, 
offered their Reaſons againſt the Paſſing that Grant, altho*-to no 
effett. | | 
The Right Honourable. the Lord'Privy-Seal having. been abſent 
ih the Countrey whilſt this Matter was debated in Council, the 
Merchants preſented his Lordſhip the following Paper on the5th of 

Ofober, when-they attended his Lordſhip on their Cavear, ” 
0 
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'To the Right Honourable, 'the Lord 
: PRIVY--SEAL. 


Some Authorities (among many) of the Com- 
mon Law, aſſerting the Subjetts Liberty of 
Foreign Irade; and that they cannot be Exclu- 
ded from the ſame , by any Grant or Charter 


from the Crown. | 
The Authorities are the ſame as were annext to the Merchants 
Reply afore-mentioned, and ſo need not to be repeated. 


An Ab$ratt of ſeveral Statutes(among many others) 
aſſerting the Liberty of the Subject to Foreign 
Trade ; and that they cannot be debarred of that 
Liberty by any Charter, Ulage, or Cuſtoin, or 
by any Judgment given thereupon. 


The-Quotations of. the Statutes are the ſame as were annext 
to the Merchants Reply before- mentioned. 


Foraſmuch as beſides the Prohibitory Clauſes i the former Char- 
ters of the late Eaſt-India Company, there are alſo ſeveral! other 
Powers: notoriouſly 1llegal ; which were admitted to be ſo, even by 
Her Majeſties Own Council : and notwithſtanding the ſeeming Li- 
mitation contained in the Charter now before your Lordſhip , they are 
as. fully and abſolutely Reſtored and Confirmed, as ever they were 
Gtanted-; -@nd carnut otherwiſe be underſtood by thoſe to whom the 
Grant is intended ; who having formerly executed them as if they 
had been Lawful, will by this. Grant be encouraged'to' do' the like 
again : It being ſo far Now an intimation of the Unlawfulneſs of 
any of thoſe Powers , that it i rather an Indication that they are - 
all Lawful. For it may well be concluded, If any of the ſaid Powers 
had been Unlawful , they world have been particularly diſtinguiſhed 
and excepted out of the ſaid Grant : Whereas by the General Grant 
and Confirmation of their former Chatters, and the Powers therein 
contained , without any particular drſtinition, All the FROme in 
BOD gos H their 


'$ 


their ſaid former Charters are reſtored and confirmed ; whereby the 
Tives, Liberties, aud Eſtates of che Subjetts of England will 
be agam ay 2.0 to the ſame' Anjuſt Violence andy 'Opprxſſion, 
which they have formerly © wy om the tate Compauy, , colour 
of thoſe Powers contained in the [aid former Charters , which are 
riow intended to be Reſtored and Confirmed.  . 


AP which the Merchants concerned in the. preſent. Cavear 
Entred before your Lordfhip , do humbly Offer in behalf 
of themſelves and the reft-of their Fellow-Subjects , as 

- their Reaſons againſt the Palling the defixed Charrer of 
ReFftoration to the [are Eaſt-India Campany; and do 
humbly claim the benefit of the fn& Common Taw and 

* Statutes, amt all ather Laws, Statutes , and 
Cuſtoms of this Realm , for the ſecuring to the Subje& 
the Liberty of Foreign Trade , as their undoubted 
Aight, which-cannot be taken from them. LZoxdor, the 
5th October, 1693. | 


And when they attended the Right Honourable the Lord Keeper 
on their Caveat the 7th of Ottober, they preſented his Lordſhip the 
following Paper. 2%. 1288 


To the Right Honourable the Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England. 


REASONS Humbly Offered by: the:Merchants 
concerned in the Cavear entred before Your 

- Lord/hip on. behalf of themfelvesand others, 
, Aitſd the Paſting the defired Charter to the 
- | ate EaSt-India Company. fell 


L "THEY humbly conceive Your Lordſhip to be 4 Judicial Of- 
4  ficer 5ndifferent betipeen the King and bis People, and a Check 
whick the Law: has appointed over all Grams fram the Crown, that 
none \may paſi the Great Seal which are either prejudicial to the 
Crown, or to the Juſt Rights-and Liberties of the People, —_ 

| FE . They 
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"It. They bumbly Apprehend no Order caniWarran the paſſing any 
Charter comaming any Grants that \are in themfetve} Mepal, © © 
.111. Fhart the Chatter now before Tour Lordfhip, is a Reftirution. of 
ſeveral Grants of the Sole Trade to the Eaſt-tndies to 4 few Perſons, 
excluding all the reſt of Their Majeſties Subjefs, which Excluſion they 
conceive 1s coritrary to the Common Law of this Land, tbe A«- 
chorities whereof ate to0 Voluminous to be inſerted here, and likewiſe 
contrary to divers Htatutes, ſome of which are particularly expreſ# 
in the Paper Annexed, of which they pray Your Lordſhips Cor Mer 
tion, | | | 

IV. That if the King can refrain ſome of his Subjefts from Tra- 
ding, and Licenſe others, ir may be « precedent for any ef the Kings 
Succellors to ſet what price they pleaſe'apon ſuch Licenſes; by which 
metins they will never need the Aid of Parltaments :- ſupply 
them with Money, the conſequence whtreof may hereafter be very 1 - 
gerous tothe Kingdom. | | 

V. That the former Charters which are ro be reftored and confirm- 
ed by this Grant nw- before Yout Lordſhip contain divers other [lle- 
gal powers — As ttte Power of Executing Martial Law, of Im- 
priſoning the perſons, 224 confiſcaring ithe' Eſtates of Their Maje- 
ſties SubjeCts, &c. ſome of which were Iately Acknowledged to be Ille- 
al even by their Majeſties Councel at Law. | 

VI. The ſaid Charter declares the late Company to have been of 4 
long time Corporation ro the Honour and Weliare of rhe Pati- 
on, which may be interpeted a Juſtification of the Illegalities which 
they have afted, and a Vindication of- then :# that, for which they 
have been publickly cenſured in Patliament ; and if there can be any 
Reaſon to reſtore the late Company, without daubt there can be none to 
commend them. Bi Os | 

Vi. That the rveftoring . the ſaid Chatters wherein ſuch Illegal 
Powers are granted, may occaſion the loſs of the lives of their Ma- 
jeſties Subjects, which can' neither be teſtored nor repaired. 

VII. That the Execution of the ſaid Powers contained in their 
former Charters being in Places ſo remote, the Aggreſſors are out of 
the reach of 'the ordinary. 'Fuſtice of the Kingdom, and the. parties 
argrieved left without Retnedy or at leaft unable to contend with 4 


| Joint Stock, ſo as to procure any "legal Satisfaftion for the Tnjury done 


them.” 

IX. They farther repreſent to Your Lordſhip, that ſome of the cou 
cerned in the ſaid Cayeat, have Fabbors, Seryants and Harriners,, as 
mell 4; conſiderable 'Eſtajes in India, and the reſtoring the former 
Charters may expoſe not only them but all others who may go into thoſe 
Parts on-theit Lawful Occaſions, to the Arbitrary Powers contained 
Y IE 2 47; 
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inthe old Charters, for that no Proviſion 1s made in;this New One 
go Secure them, and the Company may be enconraged by this Grant to 
execute the ſaid Unlawful Powers as they have formerly done, 

X. That the Induſtrious Application of the Compeny to get this 
Charter paſs ſo near the Seflion of Parliament , where this. matter 
ha; been ſo long depending, can be accounted merlong but a Deſign 
:n them to obſtrudt the Settlement of chat. Trade bythe Parliament, 
ro- whom the King has expreſily referred it by his. Meſſage ſent 70 
the Houſe of Commons the laF? Seſſion. | 

XI. That rhe Copy of the faid Charter ſince it bas been altered, hath 
been denied, whereby they are debarred from the opportunity of making 
ſuch juſt Exceptions as otverwiſe they might or ought to do ina mat- 
ter of ſo great conſequence. CE A Ek 

X11. That the Granting this Charter, which reFores the Sole Trade 
of the Eaſt-Indies, ro the late Company wil be 5n effeS the giving 
away that Trade to the Dutch, who have already in 4 great mea- 
ſure driven us out of it, and furniſh moFF other Countreys , , as we# 
as this with E3ſt-India Goods, the Jate Company having neither a (uf- 
ficient Stock or Credit to carry on that Trade. Y ? 

And notwithRanding the.pretence made as ta_the ſeeming limita- 
tion contained in the deſired Charter, We humbly beg leave to repre- 
ſent to Your Lordſhip, that all the powers which are contained in their 
former Charters, «re 4 fully and abſolutely reſtored and conficm- 
ed as ever they were Granted, and cannot otherwiſe be underſtood 
by thoſe to whom the Grant # #ntended, who having formerly executed 
them. as if they had been, lawful, will by this Grant be enconraged 
to do the like ; #t being ſo far from an intimation of the Unlawful- 
neſs of any of thoſe Powers, that it is rather an Indica:ion that 
they are all Lawful, for it cannot be preſumed that any thing which 
is otherwiſe, ſhoyl4 paſs with ſo. great Solemnity «nder the Royal 
Authority, and through the hands of the Great Officers of the King- 
dom, who. have Examined and Approved the ſame after ſo long a 
deliberation ; But it may rather be conclutled :f' any of the Be 
. Powers had been Unlawful, they would have been particularly di- 
ſtinguiſhed. and -Excep:ed out of the faid Grant ;, for rhat by rhe 
general Granting and confirming of their former Charters, and the 
Powers therein contained without any. particular diſtintion , ard | 
eſpecially (as the Charter expreſſes it) as fully as if the ſaid Powers 
and Charters were particularly recited; al the Powers in their ſaid 
former Charters cannot but be ſuppoſed to be reſtared-and confirmed, 
whereby the Lives, Libertics and Eſtates. of : the Subjelts of England, 
will be again expoſed to the fy unjuſt. Violence and Dypeetion 
which they bave formerly ſuffered from the late Company by colour 


of 


4&4] 
of thoſe Pqwers. contained in the ſaid former Charters which are now 
;nteided to be reſtored and confirmed. 


- All which the concerned in the Caveat before Your Lord- 
| ſhip, - 40 Humbly Offer in behalf of themſelves and the 
reſt of their Fellow Subjets, as their Reaſons again#Z 
' © © the paſſing the now deſired Charter to the late Eaſt- 1n- 
13.0 dia Company, and ds Humbly claim the bencfit of the 
 - © * Common Law and the ſaid Statutes and all «ther 
Statutes and Cuſtoms of this Realm, for the Securing 
to the Subject the Liberty of Foreign Trade ( as 

therr undoubted Hiight. ) | 


Otob. 7th. 1693. po 
| The dv of the Statutes, mentioned to be 
Annext, aſſerting the Right of the Subject ro the 
. Freedom of Foreign Trade,being the ſame with thoſe 
..before-mentioned , which were Annext to the Mer- 
chants Reply, are needleſs to be repeated. 


| And the Merchants being heard on their Caveat before mentioned, 
the Charter ,paſt the-Great Seal the ſame-day. 


The Publicatien of theſe Matters of Fat is thought the more 
neceſſary art this time, for the information and fatisfattion of 
thoſe, whoſe Aﬀairs and Reſidences are in the Countries remote. 
and more. particularly of the Members of the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons ,, who (it's to be hoped) will be hereby ſatisfied of the 
preſent abſolute neceſſi.y of aſſerting the Right of the Subject to 
the freedom of Foreign Trade, to which all. Engliſh-men have 4 
Natural Right derived to them by Birth ,, and Merchants cipectaly, 
a more particular Right by the Common Law of this Land , con- 
firm?d by Magna Charta , and ſeveral ther Statutes, which declare 
the ancient Right of the Subject to Foreign Trade before thoſe 
Statutes were made; and this, as is humbly conceiv?d, ſeems the 
more neceſſary to be done at this time; becauſe the omitting it now 
after the Settlement of this Trade, has been ſo:much debated. in 
Parliament and Council, and that the Prerogative of Reſtraining Trade 
to ſome ,, and Gravxting it to others, has been claimed, and aſſerted 
as Law , may well be accounted in after-Ages, 4 Giving up this 
Right, and admittivg ſuch a Power in the Crown, to Reftrain Foreign 
Trade , as is pretended. x 

Or pretence of this Prerogative of Excluding from Foreign Trade, 

STS, | and 
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and particularly this Trade, 2 Ships bounJ for the Eaſt-Jadies, were. 
opt laſt year; to the great damage of thoſe who'are concerned 
therein; and this Stop was procured by ſome of the Members of the 
late Company , and was effeRed in a moſt extrajudicial , and un- 
heard of manner ;, and at a time when there was > Company in 
being ,, nor ſo much as the pretence of 4 Charter , nor an Embargo 
on any other Ships, which were. cleared at the_Cuſtom-houſe ; 
though they were bound for the Eaſt-Inaves ,. or any other place 


- whatſoever. 


And on the ſame pretence a Petition was delivered the 21. of 
Oftober , in'the Name of the Governour and Company of Merchants 
of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies, though not ſigned ; pray- 
ing , the Ship Redbridge, Captain Smith Commander mght: be ſoprz 
( as by a Copy of the Petition appears.)), . To | 


To the © ueens Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 


The Humble Petition « the Governour and 
Company of Merchants of London, . Trading 
to Eaſt-India. ng, | 


- Sheweth , | La, Ede: 
Germs there has been lately obtained of Your Majeſty in Council, 
4d the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of England, a Permiſſion and Protetion for the Ship Red- 
bridge, Edward Smith Commander, with fifty Seamen , to proceed og. 
a' pretended Yoiage to Alicant i Spain. __ EEE x 
That Tour Petitioners have notice , That the ſaid Ship is really bound 
(not for Alicant , as pretended, but ) to Eaſt-India , or other thoſe, 
Parts and Plates ; the Sole Trade whereof is Granted. to Your 
Petitioners, by Yonr on grariomharter, | 1... 
* Which Proceedings ,, being as well in contempt of Your Majeſties. 
Government, 4»d the known Laws of this Kingdom , as co the very 
great .prejudice of Your Petitioners. ._ , 


x 4 y 


They Humbly Pray, « Stop ma ; 
Ship, till Tour MajeRty Tall 
the is really Bound, 


be put to the ſaid 
be ſaticfied, where 


| N 40% 11S 5 FE - I 
- And Your Petitroners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
Where- 


. Wherbypon, the following: Order paſt. 


Ar the COURT at White-Hall : 
IT "The z1th. of October , 1693. 


Preſeat , 
The QUEENS Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
ni 4 1m GOUNCIL. 


LF Reading this day at the Board, the Humble Petition of 
the Governour and Company of Merchants of London, Tra- 
ding to. the Ealt-Iadies, ſetting forth, That they have aotice, that 
rhe Ship Redbridge, Edward Smich Commander, with fifey. Seamen, 
who had Licenſe to proceed on a Voiage to Allicant 'in Spain , from the 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, purſuant toan Order of this Board, 
of the 12tb. of Sept. laſt, is really: bound (not for that place, but) to 
tbe, Eaſt-Indies, or other places; the ſole Trade whereof is granted 
to the Petitioners. by. Their Majeſties Charter; and therefore 
Praying, a Stop may, ve put te the ſaid Ship; ris Ordered by Her | 
ſajeſty in Council , that 'the ſaid Ship Redbridge be immediately 
ſtopt , = proceeding in her pretended Vaiage to Allicant, or elſewhere, 
until further: Oraer from this Board , and the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the. Treaſury , ad Commiſkoners of the 
Admiralty, are to give the necefſary direttians accordingly, 


T,z 4 
A . 
. 


_ And accordingly the ſaid Ship was analy ftopr , to the great 
toſs and damage of the concerned ; by which Praftices the Exor- 
bitancy of ſuch a Pawer will appear z and this plainly ſhews, what 
coniſtruCtion the Company do and will put upon thoſe Powers granted 
them by their Charter of Reſtoration. 


Whereupon the Owners of the ſaid Ship preſented toHis Majeſty 
an Ceancs, the following Petition, onthe of Novermb,1693. 


To 


© To the Kings Moſt Extellent Mijofi: 


"4 


The Humble Petition of James ;Bateman , 
Samuel Watts, and Thomas Dade, on 
behalf of themſelves and others, Owners and 
Freighters of the Ship Redbridge. 


Sheweth , EE. ed.” 

H AT Your Majeſty having been Graciouſly pleaſed to Grant Your 
Petitioners Licenſe for ſending the ſaid Ship Redbridge for 
Alicant ; Your Petitioners did Vittual, Fit out, and Man the ſaid Ship 
for the ſaid Voyage ; And there being Four other Ships Bound alſo for 
that Port, a# the Five Ships, did interchangeably Enter imo Cove- 
nants of the Penalty of Two Thouſand Pounds and upwards each, to 
ſtand by and afſist one another'( if they were Attacked by the Ene- 
my, 4s by the ſaid Charter-Party hereunto annexed, more fully doth 
appear. 
That Your, Petitioners have paid all the Duties ad Clearings , 
and alſo given very good Security by. Bond ar the Cuftomj-Houſe, 
that the Taid Sbjp ſhall Sail airettly for Alicant, and return'from 
thence direttly for England'; and the ſaid Ship was'in all poinry't _ 
dy-to have Satled according tothe ſaid Licenſe, when an Officer © 
the Admiralty, by Yertze of an Order from Her Msjeſty ' and this 
moſt Honourable Board, prt a Stop unto her upon the Eaſt-India Com*- 
panies Petition, that they have. Netice that the ſaid Ship i bound to 
India : Now foraſmuch -as this detention, (if longer continued) will 
not only looſe the Conſortſhip of the other Four Ships which wait for 
her in the Downes, wherein the Security of the Voyage doth ſo. much 
conſt, but s alſo a preſent Loſs upon Your Petitioners of Nine Pounds 
a Day for Wages and. Vittuals to the Sea-men., And in regard. the 
faid Ship 'was ſtopt, npon the pare Alcgaron, of. the ſaid Company, 
mithout-any Proef,” or ſo much 45.4 Hang to the Petition; your: Peti- 
troners hope that the Charter Parties Kereurito Annexed, and the Bon, 
given at the Cuſtom-Houſe ſhall be ſufficient to clear her from this 
preſent Stop. _ ; 5165 JHIe Eli 9:11 O 31 i 2047 
. coT betefore' Kohn Petirioners do.moft; Humbly pray Your Majeſty. 

* that the ſaid Ship may be permitted according to her Li- 

cenſe, and the Security given, to proceed on her Voyage 
for Alicant, in Company with the other four Ships. 
Aid they ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


Upon which Petition, the Examination of this -natrer was Refer- 
red by His Majeſty,to the Lords of the Admiralty,and after ſome time 
the Ship was cleared, and permitted to proceed on her Voyage to 
Alicant ; as appears'by the Report made to Hs Majeſty by the-Lords 
of the Admiralty, and the Order of Council thereupon, Copyes where> 
of are hereuntoannext. b 


 Aamiralty Office 7th. Nov. 1693. 


— 


By the Commiſſioners for executin g 
the Office of Lord High Admiral 


of England, Ireland, &c. 


N'.. Obedience to His Majeſties|Order in Council, on the Petition 

of James Bateman, Samnel Watts, and Thomas Dade ' oz 
behalf of. themſelves and others , Owners and Freighters of the Ship 
Redbridge ; Praying , That the Stop lately put to the Sailing of the 
ſaid Ship to: Allicant , may be taken off , and that ſhe'may be permitted 
ro proceed on her ſaid Voiage: We have Examined into'the ſame, and 
find, that the ſaid Ship Redbridge # bound by Charter-party to proceed 
for Allicant , 4nd return from thence diretHy for London, in Company 
with four other Ships, And Sir William Gore, Sir Samuel Daſh- 
wood ,, 24r. Iſaac Houblon , and ſeveral others, in behalf of the 
Eaſt-India Company ; as alſo Mr. Shephard , Mr. Bateman , 4nd 
other Owners and ErOgneers of the ſajd Ship being fully beard ; 
the former, as to what they could alledge againſt; and the latter, for 
her Proeeeding. - It does not appear tous, that there is any grounds for 
Continuing the preſent Stop on her: And therefore we are humbly of 
opinion, ſhe tnay be permitted to Sail on her intended V orage to Al- 
licant,; which the aforeſaid Gentlemen who appeared in behalf of 
che Ealt-India Company did conſent to, upon Mr. Shephard?s declaring 
before this Board , That the ſaid Ship us not bound to the Eaſt-Indies, 
but to. Allicant , and from thence back te London. 


Faulkland. Rob. Auſten. 
J. Lowther. R. Rich. 
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"The gth of November... 4693 - | 


| | -Preſent Ws MK | 
The K 1 NGS Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


i COUNCITO- 5:1 yo 
: — 8 4 Fa” 


\_ 


JPOMN Reading 4 Report from the Loxds Commilſioners of the 
Admiralty , Dated 7th. InFfant : Tt s this w Ordered , by 

His Majeſty in Council , That the Ship Redbridge be permitted to 
proceed on her Yorage to Allicant , purſnant to the Order of this Boar, 
of the 12th. of S:ptember, notwithſtanding rhe Stop put to htr 
Sailing by Order of the 21ſt. of October laſt, ox rhe Petition of the 
Eaſt-India Compery; and the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſ- 
toners of the Trezſury, xd Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 


are to give Direttions accordingly. 
William Bridgeman, 


By which its very plain, that ſuch proceedmegs,. if they are not 
prevented , will Tender all the Foreign Trade of 'England Pre- 
cariovs, - by being ſubject to be interrupted by the Caprice, pr MMa- 
lice of any one who is a Committee Man of the Eaxft-India Com- 


ny. 28 : © AS 
Thie admitting ſuch a Power in the Crown; to reftrain Foreion Trads 
from ſome Subjects, and to grant it to others, exclyſive of thereſt; 
would be of dangerous enfinns to this Kingdom, having a di- 
rec tendency to incline future Kings, to Farm out all Trade, and {fo 
to raiſe Money without the Aid of a Parliament ; And the Aſſert- 
ing the Right of the Subje& is now the more requiſite, in as much 
as the omitting it ſo long, has been a Grievance which calls the 
louder for its . preſent Rearef, having already given way to a. Pre-- 
tence of Preſcription, which was alſo: urged as an Argument for the 
Pomer of the Crown to reſtrain this Trade, 
Þ Though: 


= 4 E Wl 
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Though” it! will as. is liumbly 
has been wglready obſerved, as 


rations, That the Crown has not the Power of reſtrain 
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Trade to ſome, and Excluding others, without an At of Par- 


liament. | 
NYWP N38 30 Yuko 145930 FON09.04 7-4 29t | 
4. By the confirmitg the Hudfons Buy Company by AE of Parlia- 
mee. | [mce Their-Majehive: be fi bg L | 
demonſtration'of the /nſufficizency-of any Charter to Exclude the Sub- 
jets of England from Foreign Tr: 
and of this 'the;Eaft-Iadia Company were ſufficiently convinc'd, ha- 
ving Pctitioned this preſent Hnſfaf Cvetbes forithe like Eſtabliſh- 
ment'/;' whereby they theinſelves admit,” 7har whe! Crown. conld ner 
Exclude from that Trade without an Aft of Parhament, '\. 


2. By the ſeveral Judgments which have been given- in Weſtrmin- 
fter- Hat! 'fince: their Majeſties Happy Acceſſion. to- the: Crown , 
againſt. the ſtopping Ships bawind to rhe Eaſt-Indies ;: and againlt- the- 
ſcizing of Ships and Goods by colour of ſuch. Excluding Charters, 
for Trading to-the EaF- Indies: and Gurney, withia the limits of 
them, thereby declaring it Lawful for the Subjets of England to: 
Trade into the Eaſt-Indies and Guinney, notwithſtanding thoſe 
Charters, and without any particular Licenſe from: the King for 
ſo doing. | 


3. By His Majeſties Meſſage, ſent the Houſe of Commons the laſt 
Seſſion, in anſwer to their Addreſs of the former Seſſion, for Diſ- 
ſolving the late Company, wherein its declared,. That he could noe 
ſertle it by his own Authority alone, and that the Concurrence of the 
Parliament 1s neceſſary 10 makg a compleat and uſeful Settlement of 
this Trade. : 


To Conclude,,a (hot Bill to2 the Declaring and Aſerting 
the Kight of the Subject, to the Freedom of Fozeign Trade, 
might be Paſt ſpeedily > without obſtruction: to the other Publick 
Affairs, and might be a means to facilitate the eſtabliſhment of a 
new Company, for the carrying 00 this Trade, by a new Nationnl- 
Foint-Stock,, to be raiſed by new Subſcriptions (if the Wiſdom of ' 
the Parliament ſhall think that the beſt method ) for the future 
carrying on of this Trade.. | | 

This would remove thoſe Difficulties and Oppoſitions which 
have hitherto prevented-that-ſettlement, by makzng the oppoſite Par- 
ties Concur in their. endeavours to-obtain it:; and would be a means 
effectually 


Adceſlion -to rhe Cronp,: which is a clear 
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ian Trades without an At of Parkament ;. - 
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"One great Objection urged by the Fayourers of: the & 

againſt ſuch a Freedom of Trade, is, mg it will Spoil Fg 29 i 

which. therefore &$: toibe conſideged x. But: its very retfarka- 

ble, if they are:aket bow the Frade will he: ffyltt ? | whither the'Trade 
will;not be cartied qn.?:. our digoafeſiurp parent agg Eaſe tn- 
dia Goods. Imported? They. will altow '#ll-the&: will; he:d > Hy 
an opeti, Trade : i Hut: how then will cheIToONe. be ſpoilt 2; 4Th bl 

ſwar is obvious, "pſt; as it; would-ſpoil-ar E TE 
have the, ſole. Buying and. ſole Selling ofanyommodity, it, 
were admitted. to fell th&-ſame ;: theys muſtbe cantent.tc ; 

Engliſh Goods will be ſold cheaper there , and Eaft-India 4099 

will be. ſold cheaper. here ;- And if this.he-the" -ptbinc ic 

is, ſuch a Freedom, Fs raae would makejthe I rife berterfor. the 


Tuglicks "gs it Wight be worle, for "thaſe. that driye it. - 


All: which is Huwhhy ſubmitted, 19. the Homnable Heoſe of Com 
Woes &e, to | I Yp vp, 3 © : Us offi i 
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